Joint Town Board and Plan Commission Meeting and Public Hearing
March 8, 2010 – 7pm
Sand Lake Town Hall – 5364 County Road X, Webster, WI
Minutes

Call to order – Town of Sand Lake Chairman, Neil Ambourn called the Joint Town Board and Plan Commission Meeting and Public Hearing on the Comprehensive Plan to order at 7:00 p.m. Present: Neil Ambourn, Carsten Endresen, Jim Tolbert, Carrie Hunter, Peggy Tolbert, Dale Halonie, Larry Blahauvietz, Melanie Connor Johnson, Ed Weber.
Public Hearing – Chair Ambourn announced the Public Hearing was open and read the Joint Meeting and Public Hearing Notice as published in the Burnett County Sentinel, the Advertiser and the Inter County Leader 30 days prior to the Public Hearing.  Chair Ambourn introduced the members of the Plan Commission – Larry Blahauvietz, Chair; Melanie Connor Johnson, member; Ed Weber, member and Jim Tolbert, member.  Chair Ambourn explained the ground rules for public comment at the Public Hearing and stated comments will be held to five minutes each. Chair Ambourn called for Registration Slips to be turned into. 
#1 – Jim Tolbert (Plan Commission member), 25862 Normans Landing Road, Webster. Spoke in favor of the plan with the minor changes that will be noted later. The Plan will help to maintain the desired rural character which was the stated goal of survey respondents.
Town Clerk Peggy Tolbert reviewed editorial changes the Plan Commission is submitting for the Final Draft of the plan. In volume 2 of The Town of Sand Lake Year 2030 Comprehensive Plan, section 1.4, Table 1-1 will be deleted.  The table summarizes the priorities determined by the Plan Commission during an early stage of the plan development process. The Plan Commission feels the table would be confusing to readers who did not understand its context as the outcome of an activity directed by the facilitators. There are several spelling, numbering or grammatical revisions without substance scattered through the document. Section 7.4, the Town of Rusk should be included as a Potential Cooperating Unit of Government in several sections.
#2 – Donald Taylor, 5064 County Road X, Webster. Thanked the Plan Commission and Town Board for their work.  Stated he basically supported plan, but does not support adopting county zoning. He is does think zoning is necessary to accomplish the goals identified in the plan.
#3 – Ed Weber (Plan Commission member), 5761 Horseshoe Trail, Webster. Spoke in support of the basic plan, but expressed concern about county zoning.  Stated he is in favor of local control and expressed concern about the loss of local control if county zoning were to be adopted. Stated he would be in favor of administration of zoning at local level.  Went on to state that due to use of a consultant in the development of the comprehensive plan, the town’s plan has a cookie cutter feel.
#4 – Melanie Connor Johnson (Plan Commission member), 26054 Normans Landing Road, Webster. Stated she is a lifetime resident of Webster. Spoke in support of the plan and stated she is uncertain about zoning.  She expressed hope the plan will be used to accomplish the stated goal and to help address land use challenges she sees along her road. 
#5 - Peggy Tolbert (Town Board and Plan Commission Clerk), 25862 Normans Landing Road, Webster.  Submitted an online comment in favor of the plan which was read into the record: “I would really like the Town Board to adopt county zoning.  It is the only way to assure that the Town of Sand Lake remains the rural haven that the residents and property owners desire.”  
#6 – Gary Pavlicek, Sand Lake Road, Webster. Spoke against the plan and expressed concern about private property rights, the working lands initiative, land use management definitions and uses. Expressed opinion that if the plan is adopted future development of gated communities would be prohibited.  Expressed opinion that the process was flawed and spoke against any zoning in the township.
#7 – Joe Pavlicek,  Dongola Road, Webster. Did not speak but indicated on appearance slip that he did not support the plan, but offered no comment.
#8 – Paul Anderson, Whistler Road, Webster. Did not speak nor express opinion about the plan.
#9 – Diane Weber, 5761 Horseshoe Trail, Webster. Did not speak nor express opinion about the plan.
#10 – Larry Blahauvietz (Plan Commission Chair), 24934 Viola Lake Road, Webster. Spoke in support of the plan and encouraged the Town Board to adopt it as a living document. Read a written statement into the record which summarized the process of developing and writing the comprehensive plan, the public participation plan, and highlighted the Vision Statement of the plan – We value the quality of life reflected by our natural resources – lakes, rivers, wood, wildlife – our rural lifestyle. 
As there were no more public comments offered, Chair Ambourn thanked attendees for their input and assured them their comments would be considered. The Joint Town Board and Plan Commission Meeting and Public Hearing was closed at 7:43pm.

