Town of Sand Lake

Tuesday, April 13, 2010 – 7pm

Minutes – Annual Town Meeting

· The 2010 Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Sand Lake, Burnett County was called to order by Chairman Neil Ambourn at 7:00pm.  All Board members and officers were in attendance with the exception of Treasurer Carrie Hunter.  Also in attendance: Barbara and Gordon Johnson, Rick Benton, Diane Graveson, Paul and Lillian Anderson and their son, John Volker, Dick Schutt, Brad Gunier and Dan Scully.
· Clerk Peggy Tolbert read the minutes from the 2009 Annual Meeting.   A motion to accept the minutes from the 2009 Annual Meeting was made by Jim Tolbert, seconded by Dale Halonie . Motion carried, voice vote. 
· Chairman Neil Ambourn welcomed town residents to the meeting and explained its purpose.  He reminded the audience that only town residents could vote. 
· There was no treasurer’s report
· Peggy Tolbert presented the 2009 Annual Report. A motion to accept the 2009 Annual Report was made by Gordon Johnson, seconded Ro Endresen. Motion carried, voice vote.
Matters for discussion and possible action:
1. Peggy Tolbert reported on the 2009 Annual Town Picnic (Old Timer’s Picnic) at the Sand Lake Town Hall.  The town provided paper goods and beverages and attendees brought potluck dishes to share. Dale Halonie had gathered several picnic tables so there was plenty of outdoor seating.  The picnic had a good turnout and the help of the town in promoting the event was much appreciated.  A date has not been set for the 2010 picnic, but is typically scheduled in August.  Peggy encouraged residents to watch for posters and newspaper notices of the date. Dale Halonie will build some picnic tables for use at the Town Hall.
2. Peggy Tolbert reviewed the current liquor licenses in the Town.  Mallard Lake Resort and Hunter’s Inn have liquor and beer licenses and the Squirrel After Hours Online Wine Shop has an off sale wine license.  Mallard Lake Resort and Hunter’s Inn have operators’ licenses, and Hunter’s Inn has a cigarette vendor license. Dale Halonie made a motion to keep 2010 liquor, beer, operator and cigarette vendor license fees the same as 2009, i.e. $250 for liquor, $75 for beer, $50 for off sale wine, and $5 each for operator and cigarette vendor.
3. Peggy Tolbert reminded the residents of the decision three years ago to require groups to submit their donation requests in writing and reviewed the requests received thus far. $2,000.00 has been budgeted for 2010 donations.  Prior to the meeting, requests for donations had been received from Wild Rivers Habitat for Humanity, Central Burnett County Fair Association, Regional Hospice, Burnett County Humane Society and the Burnett County Land and Water Conservation Department for matching funds for an Invasive Aquatic Species grant.  Diane Graveson, President of the Burnett County Historical Society was present to request a donation for the Historical Society Library, specifically to help purchase a microfilm reader/printer and other needs in the library’s archival vault. After discussion Jim Tolbert made a motion to donate $200 to the five groups that submitted written requests prior to the Annual Meeting, and the Burnett County Historical Society, Community Referral Agency and the Burnett Community Library. The last two were considered worthy causes and although they had not submitted written requests, should receive assistance from the town.  Ro Endresen seconded the motion which carried, voice vote. $400 will be held in reserve to be donated at the discretion of the Town Board. 
4. Peggy Tolbert reported the Town had received $257 from Burnett County in surplus dog license funds. Jim Tolbert made a motion to donate $200 of excess dog license funds to the Burnett County Humane Society.  The motion was seconded by Gordon Johnson.  Motion carried, voice vote.

5. A motion to give the Town Board permission to borrow up to $20,000.00 for emergencies without electors’ approval was made by Gordon Johnson, seconded by Dale Halonie. Motion carried, voice vote.
6. Peggy Tolbert reviewed the decision at the 2009 Annual Meeting to continue using the Advertiser to publish notices and to increase the posting locations from two to three in order to fulfill the legal requirements for posting and publication. The third posting location has been chosen – the boat landing area at Kiezer Bridge – but the posting board has not been built yet. Peggy will work with Dale Halonie on a design and the posting board will be built and installed this year.  A motion to continue to publish notices in the Advertiser and to post at three physical locations – the Town Hall, the Town Shop, and at Kiezer Bridge – was made by Dale Halonie, seconded by Barbara Johnson. Motion carried, voice vote.  Posting of meeting agendas and minutes as well as other notices will continue on the website.
7. Following discussion of the gopher bounty and the gopher problem along the town roads, a motion to increase the 2010 gopher bounty from $2.00 to $2.50 was made by Paul Anderson, seconded by Gordon Johnson.  Motion carried, voice vote.
8. A motion to set the 2011 Annual Meeting date as Tuesday, April 12 was made by Jim Tolbert, seconded by Ro Endresen.  Motion carried, voice vote.
Neil Ambourn asked if there were any other issues that the town residents wanted to discuss.  Brad Gunier inquired about town nuisance ordinances. He had particular concern about the property next to his on Whistler Road. Discussion ensued on possible county ordinances that might apply. Jim Tolbert will look into these and report his findings to Mr. Gunier. Dan Scully inquired about the dog licensing process and had particular concern about enforcement of delinquent dog licenses. Jim Tolbert encouraged the residents to attend the annual budget meeting in November and to consider running for office.
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Gordon Johnson and seconded by Dale Halonie.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

