Town of Sand Lake

Tuesday, April 14, 2009 – 7pm

Minutes – Annual Town Meeting

· The 2009 Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Sand Lake, Burnett County was called to order by Chairman Neil Ambourn at 7:00pm.  All Board members and officers were in attendance.  Also in attendance: Larry Blahauvietz, Rick Benton, Ed Weber, Melanie Johnson, Barbara Johnson, Gordon Johnson, Paul Anderson, Lucas Avery (Humane Society), Virginia Patneaude, Sue Wallson, Laura Jensen, Joel Springer, Mary Lengsfeld, Rodney Coates, Sara McLain and Joe Cremin (Starwire Technologies), and Dale Halonie. 
· Clerk Peggy Tolbert read the minutes from the 2008 Annual Meeting.   A motion to accept the minutes (with the correction of a date) from the 2008 Annual Meeting was made by Ed Weber, seconded by Jim Tolbert. Motion carried, voice vote. 
· Chairman Neil Ambourn welcomed town residents to the meeting and explained its purpose.  He reminded the audience that only town residents could vote. 
· Treasurer Carrie Hunter reported on the 2009 tax collections: 1086 property tax statements were mailed, 16 personal property tax statements were mailed. 86% of all taxes were collected in December and January, over $694,000.00. 57 dog and 1 kennel licenses have been issued.  Dog licenses are now delinquent, and the delinquint list will be submitted to the County this week.
· Peggy Tolbert presented the 2008 Annual Report. A motion to accept the 2009 Annual Report was made by Mary Lengsfeld, seconded Jim Tolbert. Motion carried, voice vote.
Comprehensive Plan Presentation: Neil Ambourn reviewed the background of the Comprehensive Plan process and the grant received by Burnett County and participating municipalities, including the Town of Sand Lake.  At the 2007 Annual Meeting, electors had voted to give the town board Village Powers which empowered the board to appoint a Plan Commission.  The Plan Commission has been charged with preparation of the Comprehensive Plan.  Neil introduced the Plan Commission chair, Larry Blahauvietz who introduced the Plan Commission members – Ed Weber, Melanie Johnson and Jim Tolbert.  Another member, Duane Emery was not present.  Larry reviewed the timeline of the grant and plan process and the 9 elements that make up the plan. Jim Tolbert reviewed the Utilities and Facilities Survey that was completed as part of background data collection phase of the plan. Melanie Johnson reviewed the County Comprehensive Plan Committee on which she sits as an ex-officio member and Cluster meetings. Melanie also reviewed the draft of the mission and value statement.  Ed Weber reviewed the required Public Participation Plan and reviewed the progress made thus far in gathering public input.  Larry reviewed the progress made thus far on the draft of the goals, objectives, policies and recommendations for each of the 9 elements.  Jim reviewed the results of the Town public survey.  Once the Plan Commission has completed the Comprehensive Plan for the Town, it will be submitted to the Town Board for their approval.  Implementation of any recommendations contained in the Plan will be the work of the Town Board. Neil thanked the Plan Commission members for their work.
Matters for discussion and possible action:
1. Peggy Tolbert reported on the 2008 Annual Town Picnic (Old Timer’s Picnic) at the Sand Lake Town Hall.  The town provided paper goods and beverages and attendees brought potluck dishes to share. Dale Halonie had gathered several picnic tables so there was plenty of outdoor seating.  The picnic had a good turnout and the help of the town in promoting the event was much appreciated.  A date has not been set for the 2009 picnic, but is typically scheduled in August.  Peggy encouraged residents to watch for posters and newspaper notices of the date. 
2. Peggy Tolbert reviewed the current liquor licenses in the Town.  Mallard Lake Resort and Hunter’s Inn have liquor and beer licenses and the Squirrel After Hours Online Wine Shop has an off sale wine license.  Mallard Lake Resort and Hunters Inn have operators’ licenses, and Hunters Inn has a cigarette vendor license. Dale Halonie made a motion to keep 2009 liquor, beer, operator and cigarette vendor license fees the same as 2006, i.e. $250 for liquor, $75 for beer, $50 for off sale wine, and $5 each for operator and cigarette vendor.
3. Peggy Tolbert reminded the residents of the decision two years ago to require groups to submit their donation requests in writing and reviewed the requests received thus far. $2,000.00 has been budgeted for 2009 donations. Peggy also informed the residents that $173 in surplus dog license fees has been received from the county. After discussion Larry Blahauvietz made a motion to donate $200 to the nine groups that submitted a written requests prior to the Annual Meeting (Burnett County Law Enforcement Citizen’s Auxiliary, Burnett County Restorative Justice, Central Burnett County Fair Association, Community Referral Agency, Burnett County Humane Society, Burnett County Citizen’s Patrol, Burnett Community Library, and Regional Hospice), plus an additional $150 for the Humane Society from the surplus dog license fees. Discussion included the Burnett County Historical Society had not submitted a request, but received funds last year and is a worthy recipient.  Larry Blahauvietz amended his original motion and added the Historical Society.  Dale Halonie seconded the motion which carried, voice vote.  $1800.00 plus $150.00 will be donated to the above nine groups. A motion was made by Ed Weber to grant the Town Board authority to allocate remaining funds ($200), seconded by Laura Jensen.  Motion carried, voice vote.  
4. A motion to give the Town Board permission to borrow up to $20,000.00 for emergencies without electors’ approval was made by Ro Endresen , seconded by Jim Tolbert. Motion carried, voice vote.
5. Peggy Tolbert reviewed the legal requirements for posting and publication of legal notices and requested input from the residents.  Currently notices are published in the Advertiser, posted in two locations and posted on the website.  Because the Advertiser is not a legal newspaper, a third posting location needs to be established or a legal newspaper designated (The Burnett County Sentinel or the Inter County Leader). The residents voiced their preference for the Advertiser for published notices thus a 3rd posting location will be established. Postings will also continue on the website.
6. Following discussion of the gopher bounty and the gopher problem along the town roads, a motion to increase the gopher bounty from $2.00 to $3.00 was made by Paul Anderson, seconded by Larry Blahauvietz.  Motion failed, show of hands – five yeah, seven nay.  A motion to keep the 2009 gopher bounty at $2.00 was made by Jim Tolbert, seconded by Mary Lengsfeld.  Motion carried, show of hands – eleven yeah, one nay.
7. A motion to set the 2010 Annual Meeting date as Tuesday, April 13 was made by Jim Tolbert, seconded by Ro Endresen.  Motion carried, voice vote.
Neil Ambourn asked if there were any other issues that the town residents wanted to discuss.  Jim Tolbert asked to speak about the problems many town residents were having receiving high speed, broadband internet service at their homes and a proposal he is researching to address the situation.  Jim reviewed the various internet options currently available.  Sara McLain and Joe Cremin of Starwire Technologies have proposed erecting a microwave tower near the Town Shop that would provide Town residents the opportunity to sign up for their microwave broadband internet service.  The estimated $10,000.00 cost of the tower would be paid for over a 4 1/2-year period by monthly rental back to Starwire Technologies.  Jim is researching Federal Stimulus programs that might also support this project.  Jim emphasized this idea was presented purely for informational purposes only and to gauge the level of interest of residents in attendance at the Annual Meeting.  Discussion included height of the microwave tower, monthly cost of service, and possible problems with the service.  When this proposal is presented to the Town Board it will be posted as an agenda item.
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ro Endresen and seconded by Laura Jensen.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:52 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

