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Tuesday, April 19, 2016 – 7pm
Minutes – Annual Town Meeting


· The 2016 Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Sand Lake, Burnett County was called to order by Chair Ed Weber at 7:00 pm.  Board members and officers in attendance were Ed Weber, Supervisor Jerry Tjader, Supervisor Lowell Rivard, Clerk Peggy Tolbert and Treasurer Melanie Connor Johnson.  Public notice of the meeting was confirmed. A list of other attendees is on file.

· Minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting were reviewed.  Motion to accept the minutes from the 2015 Annual Meeting was made by Mary Lengsfeld, seconded by Dean Burgess.  Motion carried, voice vote. 

· Ed Weber welcomed town residents to the meeting and reviewed the rules of the annual meeting.  2016 highlights were: snowplowing season was light; a wing was installed on the plow truck which cut time on each pass; 1-ton pickup with side dump was purchased; and upgrades to the town shop are being considered. Ed reviewed possible road projects to be bid out in 2016. Supervisor Rivard will be working with the St. Croix Tribal government on possible road projects on Emerson and Gaslyn Roads. An audit of the town finances has been completed.

· Melanie Johnson presented the 2016 Treasurer’s Report and answered questions from town residents. 

· Peggy Tolbert presented the 2015 Annual Financial Report and answered questions from town residents. 

Matters for discussion and possible action:

1. Peggy Tolbert reported on the 2015 Annual Town Picnic. Attendance was low and the board has decided to explore other options for town events. A letter explaining the town board decision has been sent to Betty Leef and her family.

2. Melanie Johnson reviewed the results of her study of a possible town compost site. Yard waste sites are different from compost sites as they have few or no DNR. Composting is regulated by the DNR and requires significant education, planning and maintenance.  Discussion ensued on the lack of town property to establish a yard waste site and no further action was taken.

3. Peggy Tolbert reviewed the current liquor licenses in the Town.  Mallard Lake Resort and Hunter’s Inn have combination liquor and beer licenses.  Mallard Lake Resort and Hunter’s Inn have operators’ licenses, and Hunter’s Inn has a cigarette vendor license. Mary Lengsfeld made a motion to keep 2016 liquor, beer, operator and cigarette vendor license fees the same as 2015, i.e. $250 for liquor, $75 for beer, $50 for off sale wine, and $5 each for operator and cigarette vendor. Dick Shutt seconded the motion. Motion carried, voice vote.

4. $2,000.00 has been budgeted for donations in 2016.  Prior to the meeting, written requests for donations were received from Humane Society of Burnett County and Central Burnett County Fair Association. Following discussion, motion by Jim Tolbert to award the Larsen Family Public Library, the Central Burnett County Fair Association and the Humane Society of Burnett County $200 each for operations and an additional $400 to the Humane Society of Burnett County towards their new building fund was seconded by Dianne Weber. Motion carried, voice vote. Mary Lengsfeld made a motion to donate the 2016 surplus dog license funds of $79.92 to the Humane Society of Burnett County. Dianne Weber seconded the motion. Motion carried, voice vote.

5. Ed Weber explained town residents can vote to give the Town Board permission to borrow up to $20,000 in case of an emergency without calling a special town meeting. A motion to give the Town Board permission to borrow up to $20,000.00 for emergencies without electors’ approval was made by Mary Lengsfeld, seconded by Jim Tolbert. Motion carried, voice vote.

6. Peggy Tolbert reviewed the three physical locations in the town for posting legal notices: Kiezer Bridge, the Town Hall and the Town Shop. Notices are also published in the Advertiser and posted on the town website. Although the Advertiser is not considered a legal newspaper, posting notices in three physical locations satisfies the legal posting requirement.  A motion to continue to publish notices as a courtesy in the Advertiser, to post notices at three physical and on the town website was made by Mary Lengsfeld, seconded by Dean Burgess.  Motion carried, voice vote. 

7. Following discussion of the gopher bounty, a motion to keep the 2016 gopher bounty at $3.00 was made by Dick Shutt, seconded by Gordon Johnson. Motion carried, voice vote.

8. Elector input: Comments were heard concerning the review of the ATV ordinance and various road projects.

9. The 2017 Annual Meeting date will be the third Tuesday of the month, April 18, 2076. 

10. Ed Weber adjourned the 2016 Annual meeting at 7:54 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk
