Town of Sand Lake

Town Board Meeting

Monday, October 12, 2009
Minutes

1. Chairman Neil Ambourn called the October 12, 2009, meeting of the Board of the Town of Sand Lake to order at 7:02 pm.
2. All officers were present. Treasurer Carrie Hunter was excused from the meeting at 7:06pm.
3. Clerk Peggy Tolbert confirmed public notice of the meeting.
4. Motion to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2009, meeting of the Board of the Town of Sand Lake was made by Supervisor Ro Endresen, seconded by Supervisor Jim Tolbert.  Motion carried.
5. Chair’s report – Neil Ambourn reported receiving a few complaints about town road conditions and reported the results of the vote on ambulance service for 2010 was to keep the Danbury station running, thus an increase per capita of $3.10 has been approved. 
6. Clerk’s report – Peggy Tolbert reported she had worked on the preliminary 2010 town budget.  A portable handicapped voter booth and a wireless doorbell were received from the State Elections Board grant program. Training for election workers is being planned for November.
7. Treasurer’s report – Carrie Hunter reported the checking account balance as of September 30, 2009 was $89,445.28 and the equipment fund (savings account) balance was $75,694.67.
8. Supervisors’ reports – Jim Tolbert reported the Local Government Property Insurance Fund renewal had been updated online. Ro Endresen inquired about the concerns with Scott Construction’s work on Viola Lake Road. Jim Tolbert agreed to contact Scott Construction (Zane) about setting up a meeting on Tuesday October 20.  Peggy Tolbert will post the special meeting.
9. Plan Commission report – nothing this month.
10. Road Employee report – Dale Halonie reported he graded and mowed town roads. The grader and truck were prepped for winter service. He had also prepped the tractor that was being sold. Mowing is about 50% done. Fan belt on mowing tractor had to be replaced. Thanksgiving week will be a vacation for deer season, if it doesn’t snow. 
11. Matters for discussion and possible action at this meeting:
· Rural Insurance agent Carl Thomfordha reviewed and updated insurance policies. Mr. Thomfordha inquired whether the town wanted to adjust values on the pickup truck and dump truck to replacement cost.  Town Board said no. Mr. Thomfordha explained the public officials and workers compensation coverage.  The confusion with the audit of the workers compensation policy was explained.   An audit report will be provided. 
· Tractor bid opening – One bid received for $975.00 from Daniel Mortenson. Motion to accept the bid was made by Ro Endresen, seconded by Jim Tolbert. Motion carried. 
· Returned check fee – Carrie Hunter requested the Board institute a returned check fee of $25.00 to cover the extra time involved in resolving these issues and to discourage tax payers from writing bad checks. Motion to approve a returned check fee of $25.00 was made by Ro Endresen, seconded by Jim Tolbert. Motion carried.
· 2009-2010 Snowplow fees – Motion to keep the 2009/2010 private driveway snowplow rates the same as last year was made by Jim Tolbert, seconded by Ro Endresen. Motion carried.  Peggy Tolbert will publish and post the notice. 
· Draft of 2010 budget

1. Discussion of 2009 assessments – Assessor Bob Pardun was present to discuss the 2009 property assessments. There has been 9% drop in residential sale values and 40% increase in land sale values in the town. Following discussion of the effect of dropping real estate values on property taxes, the Board agreed to include a Wisconsin Department of Revenue fact sheet in the tax statements.  Discussion also ensued of next year’s Board of Revenue and the possibility that there may be a larger than normal number of objections. 
2. Peggy Tolbert reviewed the draft of the 2010 Town Budget.  The Town is allowed a 3% increase in the tax levy and an additional amount is possible since the 2007 levy was less than the maximum allowed.  Following discussion of other options, it was decided to keep the Town tax levy at the same dollar amount as in 2009 which has the result of lowering the mill rate on the Town portion of property owners’ tax bill.

· Road work update

1. LRIP project – Neil Ambourn reported he will submit the paving of Fristed Road.  The town is assured to receive these funds as it has been two years since being awarded a LRIP project.  
2. Emerson Road citizen concerns – Resident Dan Johnson was present to describe problems he and his wife have had on the gravel portions of Gaslyn and Emerson Roads – frequent flat tires and extreme bumpiness. Discussion ensued of the possibility of paving these roads, adding an additive to the gravel or grading more often. For now, Dale Halonie will grade these roads more often and see if there is an improvement. 
3. Intersection of Whistler and County Road X – Peggy Tolbert reported speaking with Burnett County Highway Commissioner Bob Morehouse about her concerns with the safety of the intersection of Whistler Road and County Road X.  Mr. Morehouse agreed to install additional chevrons on County Road X and the town should do the same on Whistler Road. 
12. Pay Bills – Peggy Tolbert presented bills for payment.  Motion to pay all bills as presented was made by Jim Tolbert, seconded by Ro Endresen.  Motion carried.
13. Next meeting date: November 9, 2009
14. Future agenda item – Town Budget and levy approval
15. Adjournment – Neil Ambourn adjourned the October 12, 2009 meeting, at 9:20 pm.
