Town of Sand Lake

Town Board Meeting

Monday, September 14, 2009
Minutes

Chair, Neil Ambourn called the September 14, 2009 Town Board meeting to order at 7:03 pm. All officers present except for Supervisor, Ro Endresen. Clerk, Peggy Tolbert confirmed public notice of the meeting.
Motion to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2009 meeting was made by Supervisor, Jim Tolbert, seconded by Neil Ambourn.  Motion carried, voice vote. There was no meeting in August.
Neil Ambourn reported miscellaneous correspondence. The Department of Revenue had sent the equalized value report and it was reviewed. 
Peggy Tolbert reported on the annual town picnic held on August 16, 2009, the two meetings called by Burnett County to discuss ambulance service for 2010, to review the thank you notes for donations received from the Central Burnett County Fair Association and the Burnett County Humane Society, and several election related items (grant applied for handicapped voter equipment and upcoming election inspector trainings).
Treasurer, Carrie Hunter reported on the past three months of activity.
Jim Tolbert reported on the automation of the billing system for the St. Croix Hertel Fire Department.
Peggy Tolbert reported for the Plan Commission on the public information session held on August 29, 2009.  She also updated the board on the County Comprehensive Planning Committee.
Road Employee, Dale Halonie reported mowing, patching black top and grading of town roads. The board discussed purchasing gravel and selling the Farm-All tractor.  Jim Tolbert will work with Dale Halonie on a request for bids.  The tractor will be available for viewing on certain days and bids will be opened at the October meeting. Neil reiterated all roads should be mowed this fall. Dale reported the problem he had in ordering new mower blades. Baribeau will partially credit the town. Neil and Dale discussed right of way clearing and using jail crew.  Neil is concerned about visibility and safety on town roads. Neil asked Dale to work on the debris falling from the ceiling above the piano and to determine its cause.
Jim Tolbert reviewed the background of the ambulance service for 2010 and explained the two options before the board.  Motion to keep the Danbury station open and accept an increase of the per capita amount was made by Jim Tolbert, seconded by Neil Ambourn.  Motion carried, voice vote.
Surveyor, Mark Krause was present to discuss a zoning variance request submitted to the Burnett County Zoning Department by Earle Grefsrud for his property on Viola Lake. Following discussion, board stated since the frontage was to code, the lakeshore setback was acceptable and there was adequate area to build, they had no problem with the variance. Peggy Tolbert will send a written opinion the Zoning Department before the public hearing on the matter.
Several road work issues were discussed.  Burnett County Highway Department has requested a written request to enter the Emerson Bridge into the Federal Bridge Aid program. Peggy Tolbert will take care of that.  The board discussed safety concerns about the intersection of County Road X and Whistler Road.  Drivers are cutting across the corner, through the right of way.  Options were discussed and County Highway Department will be consulted.
Peggy Tolbert reviewed the levy limits, shared revenue reductions and transportation aids increases that will affect the 2010 Town Budget. She will begin a draft budget for review at the October meeting.

Motion to pay bills as presented was made by Jim Tolbert, seconded by Neil Ambourn.
Next meeting date: October 12, 2009
Future agenda item – fee for returned checks; budget draft
Neil Ambourn adjourned the meeting at 8:47 pm.
