Town of Sand Lake

Town Board Meeting

Monday, October 13, 2008
Minutes
1. Call to order  - Chair Neil Ambourn called the meeting to order at 7pm
2. Roll call of officers – all officers were present except Ro Endresen; visitors: Bob Pardun, John Spafford, Karl Peterson
3. Public Notice – Clerk Peggy Tolbert confirmed that the meeting was properly noticed
4. Minutes from September 8, 2008 meeting – Supervisor Jim Tolbert made a motion to accept the minutes from the 9/8/2008 meeting; Chair Neil Ambourn seconded the motion, which carried
5. Chair’s report – Neil Ambourn had received a quote from Hopkins Sand and Gravel of $7,000 for shouldering, although it may be too wet to do that this year; Neil said that he was unable to attend the Burnett County Towns Association next week – Supervisor Jim Tolbert may be able to attend – Neil said that the group was starting a roundtable discussion of topics of interest to towns and it was important for the town to be represented; Neil reported call about a few trees down on Sand Lake Drive and the property owner wanting to bill the township for the work.  Dale reported that the property owner had done the work himself.
6. Clerk’s report – Clerk Peggy Tolbert reported election preparation (voter registration, absentee ballots) was well underway; Peggy reported she was working on insurance quotes for next year and a draft of the 2009 town budget.
7. Treasurer’s report – Treasurer Carrie Hunter reported deposits of $88,043.66 and expenses of $22,053.88, resulting in a bank balance of $141,811.26.
8. Supervisors’ reports – Jim said that he was working on the property values for the Local Government Property Insurance Fund; Jim is also researching a programmable thermostat for town shop to help conserve energy.
9. Plan Commission report – Jim Tolbert reported on the first meeting of the Plan Commission; the group had worked on the utility and facilities inventory which will be submitted to Foth, LLC, the consultant group leading the comprehensive plan grant.  The next Plan Commission meeting is October 22; officers will be elected and the utility and facilities inventory will be completed.  Work will be started on the public participation plan.
10. Road Employee report – Dale Halonie reported that he had graded, mowed and patched blacktop.  Equipment repairs included: brake repair on truck; new hydraulic outfit on mower; flat tire on mower needs to be fixed.  Dale had cut a few trees after storm.  Erosion control on Austin Lake Road was needed.  Scott Gillis will be backup snowplowing (and Dick Bauer).
11. Matters for discussion and possible action at this meeting:
· Preliminary 2009 budget discussion – after brief discussion, the board decided to work on the budget at the November meeting.
· 2009 Snowplowing rates – Jim Tolbert made a motion to keep the same as last year, Neil Ambourn seconded the motion, which carried.  Width and conditions must be adhered to.  Peggy will post the rates in the Advertiser.  Payment will be sent to Carrie.
· Special Voter Registration Deputy Resolution – Jim Tolbert made a motion to pass the Special Voter Registration Deputy Resolution allowing for an extra election inspector to take voter registration applications at the November 4, 2008, General Election.  Neil Ambourn seconded the motion, which carried.
· Road work update – nothing was added to the Road Employee report
· Pay bills – Jim Tolbert made a motion to pay all bills as presented, Neil Ambourn seconded the motion, which carried.
John Spafford (St.Croix Tribal safety officer) was present to inquire about changing speed limits on Angeline Boulevard. Jim reminded John the issue had been brought up previously and said Duane Emery was trying to work on this internally within Tribal government.  Jim reminded John that a traffic study is required and that the Town not going to pay for it. Alternately the Tribe could take over the responsibility of Angeline Boulevard then they could determine speed limit.  No action can or will be taken until the Tribe takes action.  Neil and Jim reiterated that the Town is willing to discuss the issue.
Town Assessor Bob Pardun was present to answer any questions that the Board might have about the upcoming assessment year.  He reported an overall 5% negative adjustment from State for 2007, but noted that the Town was still going to be out of compliance because of 12% increase last year (not enough to require revaluation of all properties)
12. Matters for discussion and possible action at the next meeting 
Property insurance review; Road ratings to submit (schedule a road tour); possible Restorative Justice presentation; 2009 town budget discussion
13. Adjournment – Jim Tolbert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m. Neil Ambourn seconded the motion, which carried.
Submitted by: Peggy Tolbert, Clerk (10/13/08)
