Town of Sand Lake

Minutes – Town Board Meeting

September 8, 2003 – 7pm

Chairman Neil Ambourn called the meeting of the town board to order at 7pm.  Supervisors Jack Erickson and Jim Tolbert were present as were Treasurer Marlene Halonie and Clerk Peggy Tolbert.  Motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting was made by Neil Ambourn and seconded by Jack Erickson.

Peggy Tolbert gave the clerk’s report and reported that she been receiving several inquiries about the Town’s insurance coverage and that she had questions about existing coverage.  After discussion it was decided that Peggy or Jim would research the Town’s insurance policies and report next month.  Education opportunities were also discussed and everyone agreed that if there were upcoming sessions that would be of value to go ahead and attend them.  Marlene Halonie gave the treasurer’s report and reported that as of September 8 there had been deposits of $1627.87 and expenses of $109,358.  The checkbook balance was $55,369.59 and the equipment fund balance was $21,808.86 (including a transfer from checking of $10,000 and interest paid of $7.16) 

Marlene Halonie presented bills for payment; Jim Tolbert made a motion to approve all bills for payment.  Jack Erickson seconded motion and the motion passed.

Dale Halonie gave the road report: Gaslyn road was seeded and mulched, stumps were hauled from Hoss’s, Gaslyn and Emerson roads were mowed, and signs were put up.  There was a wash out on Gaslyn Road that was filled in. The need for reflectors was discussed along a section of Gaslyn Lake Road where there is a very steep bank.  Neil Ambourn reported that the cost of repairing the flooded area of Viola Lake Road might be too costly to do under the State’s flood damage program.  He felt that road crews from Sand Lake and La Follette could probably deal with the situation adequately for the time being.  Shouldering of Norman’s Landing Road was also discussed as a project for next year.

The new dump truck purchase was discussed.  Since the last meeting a lower bid has been received from Meyer Truck and Cameron.  The bid was on an International truck ($62,065) with automatic transmission ($3,000) and accessories (approximately $30,000).  After discussion a motion was made by Neil Ambourn to approve purchase of an International truck and engine with an automatic transmission.  Decision on which transmission is pending choice of either one for $3,000 or an Ellison for $8,500.  Jim Tolbert seconded the motion that was passed.  Another motion was made by Jack Erickson to proceed with financing of the truck for approximately $85,000 with remaining funds to be withdrawn from the Town’s equipment fund.  Jim Tolbert seconded the motion that was passed. 

Town Hall roof repair was completed by Swenson Construction; leftover materials were returned by Bass Lake lumber for credit.

Jim Tolbert updated the board on the transfer of the Old Town Shop property.  The forms had been completed in the wrong ink color, so he will redo these and resubmit to the County.

Jim Tolbert updated the Board on the transfer of a section of Angeline Road to the St. Croix Band of Ojibwe.  A request to the Tribe to submit a formal proposal has been made, but nothing has been received as of yet.

The invoice from Scott Construction for paving Norman’s Landing Road has not yet been received so the paperwork to request reimbursement from the TRIP fund has not yet been made.  Peggy Tolbert will follow up, and get with Neil Ambourn as soon as the invoice has been received.

The progress on Gaslyn Road was discussed and it was decided to continue with the Mallard Lake Cut Across section as planned.  The right of way should be cleared and the County Highway Department should pull the stumps.  There was discussion of what to do with the brush.

Jim Tolbert had attended the Webster Fire Association July 17 meeting and reported that the purchase of 2 pieces of used equipment was being discussed.  One of these would allow for fighting fires in multi-storied buildings.  It was noted that the town of Sand Lake would not benefit from that type of equipment.

Neil Ambourn updated the Board on the residence where a large number of old tires was being stored.  The DNR reported that the resident was complying with them and that at this time no action would be taken.

The agenda for next meeting would include preliminary 2004 budget planning and a discussion of snowplowing fees and regulations.

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Jim Tolbert, seconded by Jack Erickson.

The next town board meeting will be Monday, October 13 at 7pm. 

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

