Town of Sand Lake

Minutes – Town Board Meeting

October 13, 2003 – 7pm

Chairman Neil Ambourn called the meeting of the town board to order at 7pm.  Supervisors Jack Erickson and Jim Tolbert were present as were Treasurer Marlene Halonie and Clerk Peggy Tolbert.  Motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting was made by Neil Ambourn and seconded by Jim Tolbert.

Peggy Tolbert gave the clerk’s report, stating that she and Neil had met to complete the forms for reimbursement from the TRIP program and that she had completed the quarterly Federal and State payroll reports.  She also reported on the UW Extension workshop that she had attended in Cable, in particular sessions on financial administration, budget and election law.   Peggy and Jim had also attended a WI Towns Association seminar in Hayward that included sessions on comprehension planning and the design and use of website for towns. Following general discussion of the sessions, it was noted that in order to conform to state statutes concerning financial administration of town funds, the clerk should receive bills and write checks instead of the treasurer.  Neil asked Peggy and Marlene to get together to make this change.  Marlene Halonie gave the treasurer’s report and reported that as of October 9 there had been deposits of $86,250.48 and expenses of $59,617.84.  The checkbook balance was $84,765.45 and the equipment fund balance was $21,825.58.

Although not on the agenda, a request from Helen Selmen was heard.  She requested that the town put some gravel on her private driveway so that the Town of Jackson road crew could more easily plow her driveway.  (Her driveway is a continuation of a Jackson town road).  After discussion Mrs. Selmen’s request was denied on the basis that the town couldn’t maintain a private road.  Mrs. Selmen was informed of the process for petitioning the board to change the status of her driveway, but was advised of the impracticality of doing this.

Marlene Halonie presented bills for payment; Jim Tolbert made a motion to approve all bills for payment.  Jack Erickson seconded motion and the motion passed.

Dale Halonie gave the road report: Gaslyn Lake Road is completed for the season.  A gully on Olson road had been filled in (over 20 loads of fill had been dumped since last meeting).  Mulching and seeding had been done as needed and signs had been replaced.  Dale requested permission to take vacation time during the next two weeks.  His request was approved.

Jim Tolbert had not attended the Webster Fire Association meeting so there was no report.

Jack Erickson reported that a red 7400 International Dump truck with a 300HP engine, 6-speed automatic transmission, and 120” long (cab to trunnion) had been ordered from Meyer Trucks (price $62,286).  Monroe was the lowest bidder ($32,300) on the accessory package (sander, light bar, box, and shouldering machine).  Bids had also been received from McKenzie ($36,000) and Burke ($37,200) Jack Erickson made a motion to accept the Monroe bid, Jim Tolbert seconded the motion, which carried.  Total cost of the equipped dump truck will be $94,586.  It was also noted that the Monroe salesman was interested in purchasing the heater from the town shop for $200.

Jim Tolbert updated the board on the transfer of the Old Town Shop property. All forms had been completed and turned into the County.  He had paid the $11 filing fee.

Jim Tolbert had no additional information regarding the transfer of Angeline Road to the St. Croix Band of Ojibwe

As noted above, reimbursement for the TRIP project had been requested.  The Scott Construction invoice had been paid.

Graveling and stumping remain to be done on the Mallard Lake Cut Across.  Neil asked Dale to move reflectors and arrows to a different location on Gaslyn Road where there is a very steep bank.  Discussion of the difficulty of deciphering the County Highway Department’s billing related to the Gaslyn Lake road reconstruction was discussed.

Jim Tolbert will meet with Dale on the following Thursday to review the contents of the town shop and then will send those values to the State Insurance fund.  Other insurance policies are also coming up for renewal and these will be reviewed within the context of the 2004 budget.

Neil Ambourn discussed options for possible TRIP projects for 2004.  After discussion is was decided that the first choice would be to partner with the town of LaFollette to prepare Schrieder Road for gravel.  Second choice would be reconstructing Whistler Road, either preparing it for paving or grinding up the existing pavement and graveling it.  A third project would be reconstructing Emerson Road.  Neil will be attending a meeting regarding TRIP projects for the upcoming year and will report at the next meeting.

After discussion, Neil Ambourn made a motion that the towns not take on any new snowplowing contracts for the winter 2003/2004 season.  Rates would remain the same as last year.  Jim Tolbert seconded the motion and it was carried. Marlene will send a postcard or other notice to last year’s snowplow list. 

Jack Erickson made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:40pm so that discussion of the 2004 budget could begin.  Jim Tolbert seconded the motion, which carried.  Peggy and Jim Tolbert had a number of questions regarding income and expense accounts.  The County Highway bills were discussed again.  Additional clarification of issues and needs regarding the budget were discussed.  It was decided to meet again on Monday October 27 at 7pm to prepare the budget for the upcoming budget hearing.  Peggy Tolbert will post a notice about that meeting as required.  

The next town board meeting will be Monday, November 10, following the 2004 budget hearing that will begin at 7pm and will be followed by a Special Town Meeting to adopt the 2003 Town Levy and to approve total 2004 highway expenditures.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

