Town of Sand Lake

Minutes

2004 Budget Hearing

Special Town Meeting

Town Board Meeting

November 10, 2003 – 7pm

Chairman Neil Ambourn called the 2004 budget hearing to order at 7pm.  Peggy Tolbert reviewed the 2004 proposed budget for the electors who were present.  Ro Endresen noted that there were going to be 3 elections in 2004 so the amount budgeted for election wages and expenses would need to be increased.  Jim Tolbert made that adjustment during the hearing. There was no additional public comment.  Jack Erickson made a motion to adjourn the budget hearing.  Jim Tolbert seconded the motion, which carried.

Chairman Neil Ambourn called the Special Town Meeting, called to approve the 2003 tax levy and the 2004 road expenditures, to order at 7:21pm.  Ro Endresen made a motion to approve the 2003 tax levy at $204,615.56 and 2004 road expenditures of $264,395.  John Volker seconded the motion, which carried.

Chairman Neil Ambourn called the meeting of the town board to order at 7:24pm, following the special town meeting held to approve the 2003 tax levy and 2004 road expenditures.  Supervisors Jack Erickson and Jim Tolbert were present as were Treasurer Marlene Halonie and Clerk Peggy Tolbert. 

Jim Tolbert made a motion to approve the 2004 budget as presented during the special town meeting.  Jack Erickson seconded the motion, which carried.

Neil Ambourn made a motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting as written.  Jack Erickson seconded the motion, which carried.

Reports on Town Correspondence included a thank you card from Scott Construction for choosing them for paving Norman’s Landing Road.  Also included was a questionnaire about their work.  Following discussion, it was decided that a comment should be made concerning the need for Dale to have done final grading on the road prior to paving and questioning whether that work should have been specified in the bid request.  Peggy Tolbert will follow up. Neil Ambourn reported on correspondence relating to right of way clearance on the Mallard Lake Cut Across road.

Reports from town officers and employees: Clerk Peggy Tolbert reported that she had primarily been working on the 2004 budget and updated insurance quotes.  She also reported that she had received the town checkbook from Marlene and was in the process of changing addresses on the bills the town received, in accordance with state statutes.  Treasurer Marlene Halonie reported that as of 10/9/03 the balance of the checking account was $64,815.47 and that the equipment fund balance was $21,834.85.  Supervisor Jim Tolbert reported that he had attended an emergency meeting of the Webster Volunteer Fire Association at which the purchase of a new platform truck had been approved.  Jim also reported on progress made with WISLR.  Employee Dale Halonie reported that he had taken a week of vacation.  He had also prepared equipment for winter, put up fire signs and reflectors, and had graded and sanded most of the town roads.  Discussion of the Olson Road washout followed; the road had been shaped, and can now be seeded and mulched.  It was decided that the property owner could most effectively place rock on the erosion cloth after the ground freezes.  Dale had also assembled road barricades, replaced broken windows in the Town Hall and painted a fascia board replaced during the roofing project.

Matters for discussion and possible action: Clerk Peggy Tolbert presented bills for payment, a list is attached.  Jim Tolbert made a motion to approve payment of all bills; Jack Erickson seconded the motion, which carried.  Jim Tolbert reported on the financing of the new dump truck purchase.  A motion was made by Jim to approve financing of the purchase with US Bank, up to $85,000 at 4.25% interest.  Annual payments could be as high as $10,643.64, through 2013.  Jack Erickson seconded the motion, which carried.  Jim Tolbert reported that there was no report on the transfer of a section of Angeline Road to the St. Croix Band of Ojibwe.  Neil Ambourn reported that the Town of Sand Lake had not been chosen in the lottery for TRIPP Program funds for 2004.  Jack Erickson reported that the Gaslyn Lake Road project is finished for the year, and will resume in 2004.  Jim Tolbert reported that the figures for property insurance through the State Insurance Fund had been sent in.  Peggy Tolbert requested Neil Ambourn’s signature on the Tax Collector’s bond that must be furnished to the County.  She also reported that she was working with Wausau Insurance in updating the town’s Workman’s Comp, automobile and liability coverages.  She had also requested a quote from Wausau for public officials’ liability coverage.  Jim Tolbert reported that postcards had been sent to 2003/2004 snowplow customers stating fees and guidelines.  Following discussion about hiring Duane Otis as a backup for Dale in snowplowing, it was decided that it would be workable to allow Duane to “bank” his hours until he had at least a week of work before paying him.  His workman’s comp coverage would still be in effect for the specific days he was working for the town.  Dale also reported that the Meyer Truck salesman had purchased the town shop heater for $200; it was decided to use that money to purchase new ladders for the town shop and the town hall.

The agenda for the December 8 meeting was discussed.  Jim Tolbert reported that US Bank representative, Derek Zeiler would attend the December meeting and that he will have loan forms to be signed and a check for the purchase of the dump truck.  Peggy Tolbert reported that the Tobacco Free Coalition had requested placement on the agenda to discuss smoke-free policy in public buildings.  It was noted that the Sand Lake Town Hall had no smoking signs posted and that it probably was not necessary to have a presentation.  Peggy will discuss the matter with the coalition representative.  The format of the agenda was also discussed, with reference to suggestions made at the WI Towns Association meeting last month.  It was decided that the monthly meeting notice published in the newspaper would notice the time and date of the meeting only, and that a detailed, final agenda would be posted in 3 locations within one week of the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30pm.  The next town board meeting will be on December 8, 2003 at 7pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

