Town of Sand Lake

Minutes

Town Board Meeting

October 11, 2004 – 7pm

Chairman Neil Ambourn called the meeting of the town board to order at 7:00pm.  Supervisors Jack Erickson and Jim Tolbert were present as were Treasurer Marlene Halonie and Clerk Peggy Tolbert.  Public notice of the meeting was verified.

Neil Ambourn made a motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting.  Jim Tolbert seconded the motion, which carried. 

Reports from town officers and employees: 

· Neil Ambourn shared the political ads that the town had received as well as the various educational opportunities that were coming up. He noted that the review and comment period for the County’s hazard materials plan was scheduled for October 21.

· Peggy Tolbert reported that Dale Halonie had been randomly selected for drug testing. The lease between the Town and the Berg’s for public access to Austin Lake had been returned with a couple of minor requests – increased signage about parking restrictions and additional gravel to smooth out the lake access. Peggy had also worked on quarterly payroll reports, the 2005 budget and fulfilling numerous absentee ballot requests.

· Marlene Halonie reported that there had been $707.17 in deposits, $9491.25 in expenses, resulting in a bank balance of $185,982.47. 

· Supervisor Jim Tolbert reported that the Webster Fire Department has increased the 2004 levy.  He also informed the board that he had contacted Polk Burnett about the utility pole on Gaslyn Road that is in the hillside where a resident has been removing dirt and that he was concerned that the pole might fall over.

· Dale Halonie gave the road report.  He had graded, mowed, pulled silt fence from Larrabee, Gaslyn, and Sand Lake Rd.  Old culverts had been removed from Campeau and Emerson Roads.  The silt fence and culverts had been disposed of at the County Highway Department.  Dale also re-signed Emerson Road.  The board discussed the need for a driveway ordinance again, noting that clarification of responsibility for the cost of the culvert was important.

Matters for discussion and possible action:

· The November General Election will be held on Tuesday November 2.  The poll workers have requested an additional table and ballot boxes. They also expressed their concern about the condition of the outhouse.  Jim will purchase one folding table prior to the election.  Neil Ambourn asked Dale to clean up the outhouse and give it a coat of paint.

· Cedar Corporation will inspect the town bridges, October 18-22.  Prior to that time, Dale will complete the work that had been required from the last inspection – brushing underneath, some riprap work, sweeping the gravel and slab decks.

· John Sherlau of Sand Lake Shores development (formerly Wagner’s Resort) presented the board with a preliminary plat of the new development.  Noting that the development primarily falls within La Follette Township, Neil Ambourn made a motion to approve the preliminary plat as shown on 10/11/04.  Jack Erickson seconded the motion, which carried.

· Jim Tolbert reported that he had received the report from the State Lab concerning the level of lead in the paint currently on the Town Hall.  Although the level of lead is higher than the Federal standard for new paint, the level is not considered hazardous.  The waste could be buried, but not burned.  After discussion, it was decided to set aside the $5,000 budget in 2004 for painting of the Town Hall, and to allocate another $5,000 in the 2005 budget.

· Jim Tolbert reminded the board that the draft of the Town Web site still needed to be reviewed and edited.

· Peggy Tolbert had prepared a draft of the 2005 budget for the board’s review that lowered the levy, but allowed for increases in wages of the elected officials as well as those of Dale Halonie.  Road work was budgeted at $150,000.  After discussion, the board decided to keep the snowplowing rates the same as in 2004, approved a salary increase of approximately 3% for Dale (to begin in January 2005), raising his hourly wage to $14.16, and made a few other minor adjustments.  The Budget Hearing and Special Town Meeting to approve the 2004 levy will be held at 7pm on Monday, November 8.

· Neil asked Jim to complete the DOT Road report/mileage certification before submitting it.

· After discussion of repair of the town pickup truck, Neil Ambourn made a motion to spend up to $1200 for a rebuilt transmission.  Jack Erickson seconded the motion, which carried.  

· After discussion of the repair of Dale Halonie’s pickup truck, Neil Ambourn made a motion to pay for the repair (after requesting a further bid from Diamond Collision and taking the lesser bid).  Jack Erickson seconded the motion, which carried.

· Peggy Tolbert presented bills for payment.  Jim Tolbert made a motion to pay all bills and Jack Erickson seconded the motion, which carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 11pm.  

The next town board meeting will be on Monday, November 8, 2004.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

