Town of Sand Lake

Minutes

December 13, 2004 – 7pm

Chairman Neil Ambourn called the Town Board meeting to order at 7pm.  Supervisors Jack Erickson and Jim Tolbert as were Treasurer Marlene Halonie and Town Clerk Peggy Tolbert.  Public notice of the meeting was verified. Neil Ambourn made a motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting.  Jim Tolbert seconded the motion, which carried. 

Report on town correspondence: Peggy Tolbert reported that an invitation to County Clerk Helen Steffen’s retirement party had been received.  Also received from the county Zoning Administration was a notice of a public hearing on a rezoning request within the town. It was noted that the town had little to add to this discussion since town or county zoning has not been adopted.  Neil Ambourn and Jim Tolbert reported on inquiries about the current UDC regulations.

Reports from town officers and employees:

· Clerk Peggy Tolbert reported that she attended the Mill Rate workshop sponsored by the Property Lister’s office.  She also reported that all of the town’s insurance policies had been updated and renewed.  There has been a change in the cost of the Public Officials policy premium, as Wausau Insurance required that Employment Practices be added to the basic policy.  The premium increased from about $950 in 2004 to about $2,400 in 2005.  Peggy will be contacting the Towns Association to find out if this is typical of all insurance carriers.  Peggy had also completed the Worker’s Compensation Insurance audit for the year.

· Treasurer Marlene Halonie reported that there had been deposits of $10,507.77 and expenses of $61,303.51. Marlene also reported that she had begun to send out tax statements.  Jim Tolbert offered to edit the tax statement enclosure to include the town’s website address.

· Supervisor Jack Erickson reported that tires for the grader and town pickup had been purchased from County Highway.  He said that the grader was probably going to need new bushings.

· Supervisor Jim Tolbert reviewed the spreadsheet he had generated from the County Highway bills that showed the breakdown of the various costs of road construction, and the cost per mile of different projects. After discussion it was decided that Jim would incorporate costs from other sources into the spreadsheet.

· Road manager Dale Halonie reported that he been sanding and patching, had fixed the u joint in the mower, had started a culvert inventory, as well as plowing as needed.  Dale had also attended a class on Bridge Maintenance on Local Roads.

Matters for discussion and possible action

· The Town Caucus is scheduled for Saturday, January 22 at 10am

· Tim Baxter was present to request that the Town sign off on a DOT permit that is required for his salvage yard.  He reported that he has had a State DNR stormwater permit for a year.  Neil Ambourn signed on behalf of the town stating that there were no zoning issues that effected this permit.

· Jim Tolbert reported on the Town Website and shared the WebTrends report with the Board.  There were a few corrections and edits that were suggested.  The board agreed that it would be valuable for meeting minutes not yet approved to be available on the website as long as it was clear that there were still in draft form.

· No action was taken on the driveway ordinance but it was noted that work on this issue should be addressed soon, prior to spring construction season!

· Election officials for the next two years were nominated.  Violet Engrebretson and Barbara Pierce will be the Election Inspectors, but training for other interested people will also be sought.  Jean Flanigan and Laura Jensen have expressed interest.

· Peggy Tolbert presented bills for payment.  Neil Ambourn made a motion to pay all bills and Jack Erickson seconded the motion, which carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 8pm.  

The next town board meeting will be on Monday, January 10, 2005

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

