Town of Sand Lake

November 15, 2005

Budget Hearing
Special Town Meeting
Town Board Meeting

Minutes - draft
Chairman, Neil Ambourn called the Budget Hearing to order at 7 pm.  All officers were present with the exception of Ro Endresen.  Neil asked for verification of the notice for this meeting; Peggy Tolbert confirmed the notice was posted as required.  Peggy presented a summary of the proposed 2006 budget and answered questions from the residents. Budget highlights included the 2% cap on levy increases imposed by the state, the assessor’s contract for 2006 for a total revaluation of the town, lower insurance costs due to switching carriers, and a 2% increase in pay for Dale Halonie. Jim Tolbert made a motion to adjourn the Budget Hearing.  Peggy Tolbert seconded the motion, which carried. The Budget Hearing was adjourned at 7:27pm
Chairman, Neil Ambourn called the Special Town Meeting to order at 7:28pm and asked for verification of the public notice.  Peggy Tolbert confirmed the notice was posted as required.  All officers with the exception of Ro Endresen were present.  The 2006 Budget was presented.  Dean Burgess made a motion to approve the 2005 tax levy to be paid in 2006 and to approve the 2006 road expenditures as shown in the budget.  Shirley Burgess seconded the motion, which carried.  Neil Ambourn made a motion to adjourn the Special Town meeting.  Jim Tolbert seconded the motion, which carried.  The Special Town meeting was adjourned at 7:32pm.

Chairman, Neil Ambourn called the Town Meeting to order at 7:32pm.  All officers were present with the exception of Ro Endresen.  Neil asked for verification of the notice for this meeting; Peggy Tolbert confirmed the notice was posted as required.  Jim Tolbert made a motion to accept the minutes from the October 11 meeting as written.  Neil Ambourn seconded the motion, which carried

Report on Town Correspondence: Neil reported on the notice of non-compliance received from the State Department of Revenue regarding property assessments.  It was noted that a total revaluation of the town was planned for 2006. Notices of educational opportunities were reviewed.  Notice was received that Dale Halonie had passed his drug test.  
Reports from Town Officers and employees: Clerk Peggy Tolbert reported that she had finished with the insurance policy renewals and that the town would be switching to Rural Insurance as their primary carrier.  Peggy reported on the SWVR training that she had attended in Spooner and information that she was gathering concerning the handicapped accessibility of the Town Hall.  Treasurer Marlene Halonie reported the deposits for the month were $19,640.08 and expenses were $66,758.54.  Supervisor Jim Tolbert reported on the meetings he has been attending concerning the St. Croix Hertel Fire Department and the formation of a fire association.   Jim presented that the Web Trends report for the month.  He also reported on the historic photographs that a couple of town residents were willing to publish on the website. Road Employee Dale Halonie reported that he had been grading town roads and removed the silt fencing from Whistler Road.  He had worked with Jack Erickson to dig out 2 clay pockets on Gaslyn Road.  Neil inquired about the signage on the curve of Whistler Road.  After discussion, Jim said that he would get Dale some additional information.  Duane Otis will be helping Dale out with snowplowing.  Dale asked about right of way cutting. Following discussion, the board indicated that Dale should work on “problem trees” rather than cutting whole sections.
Matters for discussion and possible action:

.
Treasurer’s Bond – Jim Tolbert made a motion that an ordinance be passed stating that the Town of Sand Lake would assume responsibility for tax collections should the treasurer fail to do so.  Neil Ambourn seconded the motion, which carried.

Ambulance contract – The board discussed the demographic makeup of the town population with regard to the ambulance per capita costs.  Questions were raised about the Native Americans living on the St. Croix Reservation who do not pay property taxes.  Following discussion, Neil said that he would approach Tribal official about the possibility of passing the per capita costs on to them for those individuals.

Tax Statement inserts – The need for separate checks for payment of dog licenses, property taxes and personal property taxes was discussed.  An insert will be included with the tax statements stating the need for separate checks.  Additional information will also be included about the upcoming Statewide Voter Registration and the need to register before applying for an Absentee Ballot.

Polling Place Accessibility Grant – Peggy Tolbert reviewed the handicapped accessibility issues that need to be addressed for the Town Hall before the end of the year.  Peggy had prepared a grant application that would fund most of the needed improvements.  These improvements must be made in order for the Town to receive the handicapped accessible voting machine that the Town will be required to obtain.

Bills were presented for payment – Jim Tolbert made a motion to pay all bills; Neil Ambourn seconded the motion which carried.

The next meeting will be Tuesday, December 13. After the Tuesday, January 10 meetings, meetings will return to the second Monday of each month.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm.  
Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert

Clerk

