Town of Sand Lake

Tuesday, April 13, 2004 – 7pm

Minutes – Annual Town Meeting

The Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Sand Lake, Burnett County was called to order by Chairman Neil Ambourn at 7:00pm.  All Board members and officers were present.  Neil Ambourn welcomed town residents to the meeting and explained its purpose.  Clerk Peggy Tolbert read the minutes from the 2003 Annual Meeting.  Mary Lengsfeld made a motion to accept the minutes as read.  Ro Endresen seconded the motion, which carried.  Treasurer Marlene Halonie gave the treasurer’s report.  Dale Halonie made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Neil Ambourn seconded the motion, which carried.  Clerk Peggy Tolbert presented the 2003 Annual Report.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Ro Endresen to accept the annual report.  Shirley Burgess seconded the motion, which carried.

Neil Ambourn gave his Chairman’s Report and reviewed the 2003 road maintenance projects: 1 mile of Norman’s Landing Road had been blacktopped; 2 miles of Gaslyn Road were reconstructed.  In 2004 the town will be reconstructing Mallard Lake Cut Across Road, converting Emerson Road to gravel, and performing routine maintenance on several segments of town roads.  The Paser rating system of roads was reviewed.  There was general discussion about the Land Use Plan that the town is required to complete by 2010.  It was noted that the concept was good, but that the law is not.  The County and several townships have completed their plans, but most had not.  There was some discussion about hiring a consultant to complete a plan for Sand Lake, but no action was taken. 

After discussion of raising the liquor, beer, operator and cigarette vendor licenses in the town, a motion was made by Jim Tolbert to keep license fees for 2004 the same as 2003, i.e. $250 for liquor, $75 for beer, $5 each for operator and cigarette vendor.  Jack Erickson seconded the motion, which carried.

Contributions to local groups were discussed, after which Dale Halonie made a motion to keep donations for 2004 the same as 2003. ($100 for the Webster Senior Center, $200 for the Burnett Community Library, $200 to Community Referral, $200 to the Burnett County Historical Society, and $200 to the Citizens Patrol.)  Mary Lengsfeld seconded the motion, which carried.

After discussion, Jim Tolbert made a motion to give the Board permission to borrow up to $20,000 for emergencies without electors’ approval.  Dale Halonie seconded the motion, which carried.

The town purchased a new truck in 2003 and the sale of the town’s older single axle truck was discussed.  The truck will be displayed in public, and sealed bids will be accepted.  Dale Halonie reported that the truck was valued at approximately $15,000.

Repairs to the Town Hall (former Dongola School) were discussed.  $5,000 was budgeted in 2004 for exterior painting and window repairs.  It was generally agreed that the historic character of the building is an important feature and should be considered when making decisions about repairs.

After discussion about legal requirements for public notices, a motion was made by Mary Lengsfeld to publish notices the Indianhead Advertiser and to continue to post notices in 3 physical locations (Town Hall, Town Shop and Austin Lake).  Discussion of an informational web site as an additional or alternative posting location followed.  Jim Tolbert proposed working with the Wisconsin Department of Administration to set up a web site within their hosting system.  The site would feature meeting minutes and agendas, ordinances, permit requirements, election information, as well as historical information provided by residents.  The cost would be $50 a month, with the first 6 months at no cost. Shirley Burgess made a motion to proceed with the development of a low cost web site.  Mary Lengsfeld seconded the motion, which carried.

The possibility of discontinuing snowplowing of private driveways by the town was discussed.  After discussion, Dean Burgess made motion that the town continue this service in 2004 as it had in 2003.  Shirley Burgess seconded the motion, which carried.

After discussion, Mary Lengsfeld made a motion to continue the gopher bounty at $1.  Jack Erickson seconded the motion, which carried.

After discussion, the 2004 Annual Meeting date was set for Tuesday, April 12

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ro Endresen and seconded by Mary Lengsfeld.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:43pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

