Town of Sand Lake

Tuesday, April 12, 2005 – 7pm

Minutes – Annual Town Meeting

The Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Sand Lake, Burnett County was called to order by Chairman Neil Ambourn at 7:00pm.  All Board members and officers were present.  Clerk Peggy Tolbert read the minutes from the 2004 Annual Meeting.  Mary Lengsfeld made a motion to accept the minutes as read.  Ro Endresen seconded the motion, which carried. Neil Ambourn welcomed town residents to the meeting and explained its purpose and said that Jim Flanigan, Burnett County Zoning Administrator would be making a presentation during the meeting. Treasurer Marlene Halonie gave the treasurer’s report.  Neil Ambourn made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Dale Halonie seconded the motion, which carried.  Clerk Peggy Tolbert presented the 2004 Annual Report.  Dale Halonie made a motion to accept the annual report.  Larry Blahauvietz seconded the motion, which carried.

Neil Ambourn gave his Chairman’s Report and reviewed the accomplishments of the Town during 2004.  Neil discussed the repairs made thus far to the Town Hall’s roof and the repairs needed on the exterior.  He explained that $5,000 budgeted in 2004 for exterior painting had been set aside to be used in 2005 with an additional $5000.  Jim Tolbert reported on the painting and siding options that are being considered and the possible costs associated with removal of lead based paint.  Neil reported that there were no major equipment needs anticipated for the upcoming year.  He reviewed the 2004 Road Projects – Mallard Lake Cut Across and Emerson Roads had been rebuilt.  In 2005 Shrider Road would be a joint project of the Town of Sand Lake and the Town of LaFollette, and Whistler Road would be reconstructed by Burnett County Highway.  Other repair and maintenance projects are also planned.

Assessor Cliff Pardun was present to discuss his work thus far.  He had been hired in 2004 on a maintenance contract to assess improvements and new construction only.  In 2005 he will begin a reassessment of the entire township during which all properties will be examined.  Cliff explained the impact of properties being undervalued and noted that he will begin the field work for reassessment in July and August.

Jim Flanigan made a presentation about County Zoning and the benefits of towns adopting County Zoning.  He also explained the connection between the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and zoning – zoning is the mechanism to accomplish the goals set forth in a Land Use Plan.  Neil summed up the action that will be needed to write a Land Use Plan in the next few years.

After discussion of the current liquor, beer, operator and cigarette vendor licenses in the town, a motion was made by Ro Endresen to keep license fees for 2005 the same as 2004, i.e. $250 for liquor, $75 for beer, $5 each for operator and cigarette vendor.  Mary Lengsfeld seconded the motion, which carried.

Contributions to local groups were discussed, after which Larry Blahauvietz made a motion to donate $100 to each the Siren Senior Center and the Webster Senior Center; $200 to each the Burnett County Historical Society, the Central Burnett County Fair Association, Regional Hospice, Community Referral Agency, and the Citizen’s Patrol.  Barbara Johnson seconded the motion, which carried.  

After discussion, Jim Tolbert made a motion to give the Board permission to borrow up to $20,000 for emergencies without electors’ approval.  Dennis Winslow seconded the motion, which carried.

Repairs to the Town Hall (former Dongola School) were discussed.  As noted above $5,000 had been budgeted in 2004 for exterior painting and window repairs and an additional $5,000 has been budgeted for 2005 for the same purpose.  It was generally agreed that the historic character of the building is an important feature and should be considered when making decisions about repairs.

After discussion about public notices, a motion was made by Dale Halonie to continue to publish notices the Indianhead Advertiser and to continue to post notices in 3 physical locations (Town Hall, Town Shop and Austin Lake). Barbara Johnson seconded the motion, which carried.

Snowplowing of private driveways by the town was discussed.  After discussion, Dean Burgess made motion that the town continue this service.  Mary Lengsfeld seconded the motion, which carried.

After discussion, Dennis Winslow made a motion to continue the gopher bounty at $1.  Dale Halonie seconded the motion, which carried.

After discussion, the 2006 Annual Meeting date was set for Tuesday, April 11.

Neil Ambourn asked if there were any other issues that the town residents wanted to discuss.  Dale Halonie asked about the possibility of installing a well at the Town Shop.  After discussion, Mary Lengsfeld made a motion that Dale research the issues.  Dennis Winslow seconded the motion, which carried.

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mary Lengsfeld and seconded by Dale Halonie.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:26pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

