Town of Sand Lake

Monday, November 17, 2014 – 7pm 

Minutes
Budget Hearing 
Chair Ed Weber called the Budget Hearing to order at 7:00 p.m. All officers were present. Public notice of the hearing was confirmed. Clerk Peggy Tolbert reviewed the proposed 2015 Town of Sand Lake budget and answered questions from the board. Following discussion of the health insurance stipend for Dale Halonie, motion to increase the stipend from $2,000 to $3,000 was made by Supervisor Jerry Tjader, seconded by Supervisor Ro Endresen. Motion carried, voice vote. Ed Weber requested $500 be budgeted to hire a dog catcher. Motion to adjourn the budget hearing was made by Ro Endresen, seconded by Jerry Tjader. Motion carried, voice vote. The budget hearing adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Special Town Meeting
Ed Weber called the Special Town Meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. All officers were present. Public notice of the special town meeting was confirmed. Peggy Tolbert reported the proposed 2014 municipal tax levy to be paid in 2015 was $213,843.00 which is the maximum allowable amount. Motion to approve the 2014 municipal tax levy at $213,843.00 was made by Lowell Rivard, seconded by Dale Halonie. No changes were made to elected officials salaries for the two-year term, 2015-2016. Ed Weber adjourned the special town meeting at 7:32 p.m.
Town Board Meeting

Ed Weber called the Town Board Meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. All officers were present. Public notice of the meeting was confirmed. Public comments were heard on the width of Shrider Road. Motion to approve the minutes of the October 13, 2014, Town Board meeting was made by Ro Endresen, seconded by Jerry Tjader. Motion carried, voice vote.
Chair Report: Ed Weber noted the rescheduling of the November 10, 2014 meetings due to weather. He reported receiving several calls regarding snowplowing. Ed updated the board on several matters: the Viola Lake culvert; Duane Hare’s driveway and grading on Big Sand Lake Road; St. Croix Tribal assistance with the Sand Lake Road culvert costs and possible cost sharing on paving portions of Emerson and Gaslyn Roads. Ed also reported on the October 23, 2014 Burnett County Towns Association meeting, a request for donation from the Larsen Family Library and a possible liquor license application coming from Burr Oaks Resort. 
Clerk report: Peggy Tolbert reported on the November 4, 2014 General Election and budget preparation. 
Treasurer Report: Melanie Johnson gave the Treasurer’s report. As of October 31, 2014, the checking account balance was $238,877.43 and the equipment fund balance was $66,444.64. Following discussion of a tax collector’s bond, motion to approve purchase of the bond was made by Ro Endresen, seconded by Jerry Tjader. Motion carried, voice vote. Discussion ensued on an insert to the property tax statements which would include dates of upcoming events, dog licensing and other important information. Melanie will draft the insert for board approval at the December 8, 2014 town board meeting.
Supervisors’ Report: No reports were given.

Plan Commission Report: No report was given.

Road Report: Dale Halonie reported dumping several loads of gravel on the Viola Lake culvert and on Sand Lake Road. 
Matters for discussion and possible action:
· Adoption of 2015 Town Budget – motion to approve the 2015 Town of Sand Lake budget as amended during the Budget Hearing was made by Jerry Tjader, seconded by Ro Endresen. Motion carried, voice vote. Road employee wages will remain the same as the health insurance stipend was increased. Dale Halonie inquired about his rate of pay on Veteran’s Day since snowplowing was needed that day. Peggy will check with Burnett County personnel office to find out what they are doing.
· 2014/2015 Road projects – Ed noted that the Dongola Road project will be held over to 2015 due to weather. Cracksealing on Gaslyn Road was completed. The TRIP project needs to be rescheduled with County Highway Commissioner Bob Morehouse. If a double chip sealing project is chosen it has to be certified for 10 years of life in order to be approved as a TRIP project. Gaslyn Road and Normans Landing Road east are possibilities.

Following review of bills presented for payment, motion to approve all invoices was made by Ro Endresen, seconded by Jerry Tjader. Motion carried, voice vote.
Ed Weber adjourned the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. Next meeting date is December 8, 2014.

