Town of Sand Lake

Tuesday, April 15, 2014 – 7pm

Minutes – Annual Town Meeting

· The 2014 Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Sand Lake, Burnett County was called to order by Chair Ed Weber at 7:00 pm.  Board members and officers in attendance were Supervisors Ro Endresen and Jerry Tjader, Clerk Peggy Tolbert and Treasurer Melanie Connor Johnson.  Public notice of the meeting was confirmed.
· Minutes of the 2013 Annual Meeting were reviewed.  Motion to accept the minutes from the 2013 Annual Meeting was made by Don Taylor, seconded by Dale Halonie. Diane Weber noted a correction which was needed: Lillian Peterson should be corrected to read Lillian Anderson in the review of the Town Picnic.  Motion carried with this change, voice vote. 
· Ed Weber welcomed town residents to the meeting and reviewed the rules of the annual meeting.  Ed noted his first year as town chair was a learning experience. Accomplishments during the past year included completing and fine tuning the road evaluation report, serving on the Webster Volunteer Fire Department board, submitting a successful  DNR permit application for replacement of the Sand Lake Road culvert, working with the St. Croix Tribe for the purchase and installation of the Sand Lake Road culvert, TRIPP road project award to be used in the next 2 years, and paving Austin Lake Road
· Melanie Johnson presented the 2013 Treasurer’s Report and answered questions from town residents. Motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was made by Dale Halonie, seconded by Ro Endresen. Motion carried, voice vote. Melanie also reported 55 dog licenses and 1 kennel license have been issued to date. There were 18 cases of rabies in Burnett County in 2013.
· Peggy Tolbert presented the 2013 Annual Financial Report and answered questions from town residents. Motion to accept the Annual Financial Report was made by Mary Lengsfeld, seconded by Don Taylor. Motion carried, voice vote.
Matters for discussion and possible action:
1. Peggy Tolbert reported on the annual Town Picnic was held in 2013. Lillian Anderson, Deb Scully, Diane Weber and Betty Leef and family were thanked for their efforts. Following discussion, it was decided the 2nd Sunday in August should be established as the date of the Annual Town Picnic. In 2014 the picnic will be held on August 10. Dale Halonie, Diane Weber, Mary Lengsfeld and Peggy Tolbert will serve on the committee along with Betty Leef and family. The town budgeted funds to support the picnic with publicity, paper goods and beverages.  
2. Peggy Tolbert reviewed the current liquor licenses in the Town.  Mallard Lake Resort and Hunter’s Inn have combination liquor and beer licenses.  Mallard Lake Resort and Hunter’s Inn have operators’ licenses, and Hunter’s Inn has a cigarette vendor license. Dale Halonie made a motion to keep 2014 liquor, beer, operator and cigarette vendor license fees the same as 2013, i.e. $250 for liquor, $75 for beer, $50 for off sale wine, and $5 each for operator and cigarette vendor. Don Taylor seconded the motion. Motion carried, voice vote.
3. Peggy Tolbert reminded the residents of the decision several years ago to request groups submit their donation requests to the Town Board in writing. $2,000.00 has been budgeted for donations in 2014.  Prior to the meeting, written requests for donations were received from Regional Hospice, Burnett County Humane Society, Burnett County Citizen’s Patrol and Central Burnett County Fair. Ro Endresen made a motion to donate $200 each to these five organizations and to give the Town Board discretion to make additional donations up to budgeted amount when additional requests are received. Dalel Halonie seconded the motion. Motion carried, voice vote. Peggy Tolbert reported the Town had received $129.47 from Burnett County in surplus dog license funds. Following discussion, Melanie Connor Johnson made a motion that the surplus dog funds be donated to the Burnett County Humane Society. Mary Lengsfeld seconded the motion. Motion carried, voice vote. 
4. Ed Weber explained the town residents can vote to give the Town Board permission to borrow up to $20,000 in case of an emergency without calling a special town meeting. A motion to give the Town Board permission to borrow up to $20,000.00 for emergencies without electors’ approval was made by Dale Halonie, seconded by Mary Lengsfeld. Motion carried, voice vote.
5. Peggy Tolbert reviewed the three physical locations in the town for posting legal notices: Kiezer Bridge, the Town Hall and the Town Shop. Notices are also published in the Advertiser and posted on the town website. Although the Advertiser is not considered a legal newspaper, posting notices in three physical locations satisfies the legal posting requirement.  A motion to continue to publish notices as a courtesy in the Advertiser, to post notices at three physical and on the town website was made by Don Taylor, seconded by Dale Halonie.  Motion carried, voice vote. 
6. Following discussion of the gopher bounty, a motion to keep the 2014 gopher bounty at $2.50 was made by Dale Halonie, seconded by Jerry Tjader. Motion carried, voice vote.
7. Elector input: Motion to request the town board consider opening all town roads to ATV traffic was made by Duane Hare, seconded by Dale Halonie. Following discussion, the motion carried by a show of hands. This item will be on the May 12, 2014, Town Board meeting. Joe Pavlicek expressed concern about when the Sand Lake Road culverts will be installed and possible safety hazards that exist. Ed Weber said he would research whether the construction can be done earlier.

8. The 2015 Annual Meeting date will be the third Tuesday of the month, April 16, 2015. 
9. Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ro Endresen and seconded by Jerry Thader.  Motion carried, voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

