Town of Sand Lake

Town Board Meeting

Monday, August 12, 2013
7:00 p.m.
Minutes 
Chair Ed Weber called the July 8, 2013 meeting of the Sand Lake Town Board to order at 7:00 p.m. All officers were present. Others in attendance were Mary Lengsfeld, Dean Burgess, Shirley Burgess, Mark Krause, Mike Driscoll and Dale Halonie. Clerk Peggy Tolbert confirmed public notice of the meeting. Motion to approve the agenda order was made by Supervisor Ro Endresen, seconded by Supervisor Jerry Tjader. Motion carried, voice vote. Motion to approve the minutes of the July 8, 2013, Town Board meeting was made by Jerry Tjader, seconded by Ro Endresen. Motion carried, voice vote. There were no public comments.
Chair’s report: Ed Weber reported on the Public Hearing held on August 3 to receive input concerning opening town roads to ATV and UTV use and the town picnic held on August 11. He will provide more information on the Sand Lake Road culvert project and the Austin Lake Road paving project later in the meeting.
Clerk’s report: Peggy Tolbert passed an inquiry she had received concerning the Viola Lake Cemetery to Ro Endresen, Mary Lengsfeld and Dale Halonie. The work of Lillian Anderson, Dianne Weber and Deb Scully on the town picnic was acknowledged. The agreement with the Webster Volunteer Fire Association has been finalized and a copy for the town has been received. Two recycling proposals were received and passed to the board for consideration.
Treasurer’s report: Melanie Johnson reported the checking account balance as of July 31, 2013 was $196,352.25 and the equipment fund balance was $66,407.06. Another report of a dog bite had been received. A meeting concerning dog license software is scheduled for August 22. The second half of property tax payments were due July 31.
Supervisors’ reports: No reports were given.
Plan Commission Report: No report was given.
Road report: Road employee Dale Halonie reported Burnett County Highway Department will be shouldering Austin Lake Road in about two weeks. He has been mowing but not grading due to the dry weather conditions. The battery on the grader may need to be replaced.
Matters for discussion and possible action:
1. Report from County Supervisor Don Taylor – Mr. Taylor reported on the communications project, 2014 budget process, county highway expenditures, possible bonding in 2015, capital improvement plan and the search for a new county administrator.

2. Woodland Lodge Subdivision – Mark Krause and Mike Driscoll were present to ask the town about vacating a public access to Big Sand Lake which is owned by the town. Vacating the access would allow for lots in the subdivision to be reconfigured to more accurately reflect their current use. Mr. Krause proposes vacating the access in exchange for creating or improving a turnaround on Sand Lake Drive. Discussion ensued on the process and costs associated with this proposal. Ed Weber asked Mr. Krause to research the process and costs and return to the board with a proposal.

3. WISLR report – Following discussion of how this report has been completed in the past, Ed Weber said he will request the packet.

4. Black Bear Resolution – Peggy Tolbert reported that Chris Sybers, chair of the Burnett County Unit of the Wisconsin Towns Association requested that towns and villages consider passing this resolution requesting the Wisconsin DNR to consider ways to decrease the black bear population due to public safety concerns. Motion to approve the Black Bear resolution was made by Ro Endresen, seconded by Jerry Tjader. Motion carried, voice vote.
5. Sand Lake Road culvert update – Ed Weber reported Twin Ports had completed borings and the results indicate it would be too costly to install an arch culvert. Ed has contacted Wheeler Bridge and Larson Construction about the cost of installing a bridge at the site. The cost would be $50,000 - $80,000.  A bridge would be a long term solution to this problem and might qualify for Federal Assistance.  The option of resubmitting a permit application for a culvert was also discussed. This would be a short term solution. Following discussion of the two options, the board gave its permission for Ed to contact the St. Croix Tribe about financial assistance to pursue the bridge option and to prepare a new permit application to submit to the DNR. 

6. 2013 Road Projects Update: Ed Weber reported that paving of Austin Lake Road was complete. He will inspect the project before the bill is paid. 
Pay Bills: Peggy Tolbert presented invoices for payment. Motion to pay all bills as presented was made by Ro Endresen, seconded by Jerry Tjader. Motion carried voice, vote.
Next meeting date – October 14, 2013
Motion to adjourn was made by Ro Endresen, seconded by Jerry Tjader. Meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m.
