Town of Sand Lake

Tuesday, April 11, 2006 – 7pm

Minutes – Annual Town Meeting

The Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Sand Lake, Burnett County was called to order by Chairman Neil Ambourn at 7:00pm.  All Board members and officers were present.  Also in attendance: Dale Halonie, Dennis Winslow, Carrie Hunter, Barbara Johnson, Gordon Johnson, Larry Blahauvietz, Mary Lengsfeld, and Clif Pardun. Clerk Peggy Tolbert read the minutes from the 2005 Annual Meeting.  Mary Lengsfeld made a motion to accept the minutes as read.  Dale Halonie seconded the motion, which carried. Neil Ambourn welcomed town residents to the meeting and explained its purpose.  He reminded the audience that only town residents could vote. Treasurer Marlene Halonie gave the treasurer’s report.  Dale Halonie made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report.  Dennis Winslow seconded the motion, which carried.  Clerk Peggy Tolbert presented the 2005 Annual Report.  Neil Ambourn asked if there were any questions about the annual report. Carrie Hunter asked how organizations were chosen to receive contributions.  Gordon Johnson asked why two financial reports were given; Neil Ambourn explained the basis of the two reports and the checks and balance relationship between the treasurer and the clerk.  Larry Blahauvietz made a motion to accept the annual report.  Mary Lengsfeld seconded the motion, which carried.

Neil Ambourn gave his Chairman’s Report and reviewed the accomplishments of the Town during 2005. 
1. 2005 Road Projects – Whistler Road from County Road X to the bridge had been reconstructed and paved; Okerlund Road from County A to Gaslyn Road had been paved; various shorter sections had been paved as well as other gravel projects.  Neil reviewed the cost per mile of these various projects and noted the amount of progress that has been made on town roads in the past 10 years.  Neil then reviewed the plans for Road Projects in 2006: Big Sand Lake Drive will be paved (partially paid for by TRIP funds); Whistler Road from the bridge to Gaslyn Road will be paved; last year’s paving projects will be shouldered; gravel will be added to many gravel roads; crack filling and sealing will be done on various segments and various pavement patches will also be done.  
2. Nei reviewed plans for Comprehensive Planning for the town and noted we are waiting for Burnett County to invite the town to join in a grant to hire a consultant to write a plan for the County and participating towns.  He noted the need for the town board to be given Village Powers in order to appoint a planning commission (this issue will be dealt with further in the agenda).  Neil reminded the electors that Comprehensive Planning is not the same as zoning.

3. Neil asked Supervisor Jim Tolbert to review the plans for repairs to the exterior of the Town Hall.  Jim reviewed the status of the project, noting that for the past 3 years $5,000 had been set aside and with $15,000 the town could now proceed with repairs to the siding, repair of certain windows and sills, and replacement of the front door.  Power washing and repainting of the siding is one option; removing the existing siding and replacing it with primed cedar finger jointed siding was another.

4. Neil asked Supervisor Ro Endresen to give the audience an update on the County Board.  Ro noted that the Board was in limbo following the recent election and new committee assignments.

5. Neil reviewed the amount of development that has taken place in the town during the past few years.

6. Neil asked if there were any questions; Dale Halonie raised the issue of the condition of the town pickup truck.  Neil stated that the possibility of replacing the truck would be discussed during the budgeting process in the fall.  Carrie Hunter inquired about plans for Fristed Road and Neil noted that Fristed Road was a lower priority road at this time.
Assessor Clif Pardun was present to discuss the upcoming revaluation of the town.  He informed the electors that the town was presently assessed at 54% of fair market value, and that we had been out of compliance for 4 years, thus the need for the revaluation.  He reminded the town that the assessor does not determine taxes owed.  The purpose of revaluation is to equal values over the entire township.  Clif will be sending a letter to all 665 individual property owners explaining the revaluation and his need to see inside and outside of all properties. His goal is to complete his work by mid-September.  Open book will proceed the Board of Review by two weeks, and will be held in late August or early September. Clif estimated the total value of the town at over $100 million.
Matters for discussion and possible action:

1. Village Powers: Neil explained the need for the town board to be granted Village Powers.  He then presented the resolution for discussion and vote (see attached resolution #1-2006). Larry Blahauvietz made motion to approve resolution #1-2006 and Dale Halonie seconded the motion.  The motion was carried by unanimous vote.
2. Jim Tolbert made a motion to keep 2006 liquor, beer, operator and cigarette vendor license fees the same as 2005, i.e. $250 for liquor, $75 for beer, $5 each for operator and cigarette vendor.  Mary Lengsfeld seconded the motion, which carried.

3. Contributions to local groups were discussed, after which Dale Halonie made a motion to donate $100 to each the Siren Senior Center and the Webster Senior Center; $200 to each the Burnett County Historical Society, the Central Burnett County Fair Association, Regional Hospice, Community Referral Agency, Burnett Community Library, and the Citizen’s Patrol.  Larry Blahauvietz seconded the motion, which carried.  

4. After discussion, Jim Tolbert made a motion to give the Board permission to borrow up to $20,000 for emergencies without electors’ approval.  Dale Halonie seconded the motion, which carried.

5. After discussion about public notices, a motion was made by Dale Halonie to continue to publish notices the Indianhead Advertiser and to continue to post notices in 3 physical locations (Town Hall, Town Shop and Austin Lake). Mary Lengsfeld seconded the motion, which carried.

6. After discussion, Dale Halonie made a motion to continue the gopher bounty at $1.  Mary Lengsfeld seconded the motion, which carried.

7. After discussion, the 2007 Annual Meeting date was set for Tuesday, April 10.

Neil Ambourn asked if there were any other issues that the town residents wanted to discuss.  Jim Tolbert reviewed his efforts at posting historic town photos on the town website and asked residents to contact him if they had any that they would be willing to share. 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Jim Tolbert and seconded by Dale Halonie.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:23pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

