Town of Sand Lake

Tuesday, April 10, 2007 – 7pm

Minutes – Annual Town Meeting

The Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Sand Lake, Burnett County was called to order by Chairman Neil Ambourn at 7:00pm.  All Board members and officers were present.  Also in attendance: Dale Halonie, Dennis Winslow, Carrie Hunter, Barbara Johnson, Gordon Johnson, Larry Blahauvietz, Mary Lengsfeld, John Volker, Duane Otis and Clif Pardun. Clerk Peggy Tolbert read the minutes from the 2006 Annual Meeting.  Mary Lengsfeld made a motion to accept the minutes as read.  Dennis Winslow seconded the motion, which carried. Neil Ambourn welcomed town residents to the meeting and explained its purpose.  He reminded the audience that only town residents could vote. Treasurer Marlene Halonie gave the treasurer’s report.  Clerk Peggy Tolbert presented the 2006 Annual Report.  Neil Ambourn asked if there were any questions about the annual report.  Carrie Hunter asked for clarification of the contributions that had been made. Larry Blahauvietz asked about the meaning of MFL.  Neil Ambourn explained the MFL program and its relevance to the annual report.
Neil Ambourn gave his Chairman’s Report and reviewed the accomplishments of the Town during 2006. 
1. 2006 Road Projects – Neil Ambourn explained that $150,000 had been budgeted for road projects.  Projects completed included: Sand Lake Drive and Whistler Road north of the bridge, both completed by Scott Construction. (TRIP funds were also received to help fund the first project). Various road segments were wedged by Monarch Paving and many roads were graveled by Burnett County Highway Department. Over 14 miles of town roads were crack sealed, using Burnett County jail workers under the supervision of Road Employee Dale Halonie.
2. Neil reviewed possible road projects for 2007, noting that a Spring Road Tour had just been completed.  Possible projects include: reconstruction of Fristed Road; repair of Madsen Road; reconstruction of Shrider Road; and Olson Road where right of way clearing and ditching were now being done.  Neil asked town residents to notify him or the board about other road concerns.  Carrie Hunter commented on the poor visibility at the corner of Gaslyn Lake Road and Whistler Road.
3. Neil reviewed the concept of Comprehensive Planning and noted that the Town of Sand Lake had agreed to participate in a grant sought by Burnett County to fund a plan.  The grant had not been awarded to Burnett County, but the County may be approaching Northwest Regional Planning Commission about doing an abbreviated plan.  When Comprehensive Planning does proceed, a planning commission made up of town residents would be needed.  Neil reminded everyone that at last year’s Annual Meeting the residents had granted the town board Village Powers, which are needed to name a planning commission. 
4. Neil asked Supervisor Jim Tolbert to review the repairs made to the exterior of the Town Hall. Jim reminded the residents of the desire to maintain the historic character of the Town Hall and noted that in a previous year the roof had been replaced and various options had been investigated for siding and windows.  Using the Burnett County jail workers, during 2006 the exterior of the building had been completely scraped, primed and painted.  Porky Doriot was hired to repair and rebuild windows and the original front door.  The building also was rewired and minimal landscaping had been done.  During 2007 the last coat of exterior paint will be applied, and additional landscaping, some interior work (refinishing floors), and possibly a well is planned.  Jail workers will be available to do much of this work.  The possibility of installing restrooms was discussed and it was noted that heating concerns as well as septic permits would make restrooms difficult to justify. Carrie Hunter suggested contacting Roy Ward at Webster School to see if any of the proposed projects might be suitable for his shop class.  Barbara Johnson suggested that Northwest Passage might be interested in participating.  
Assessor Clif Pardun was present to review the revaluation of all properties during 2006.  Following the revaluation, assessments are at 97.5% ratio.  This year will be a maintenance year during which only new construction will be reviewed.  Clif noted that most people were very cooperative during the revaluation process and that the goal of equalizing values over the entire town had been successful. Following discussion of recent sales of two unique properties, Gordon Johnson asked how sales of properties that were considerably over the assessed value affected other properties.  Carrie Hunter asked whether purchases by businesses, rather than individuals, affected other properties.  Clif answered that business purchases were the same as purchases by individuals and that affect of the other sales is hard to predict, but eventually all values will have to be equalized again, within the next 3-5 years.
Matters for discussion and possible action:

1. Jim Tolbert made a motion to keep 2007 liquor, beer, operator and cigarette vendor license fees the same as 2006, i.e. $250 for liquor, $75 for beer, $5 each for operator and cigarette vendor.  Mary Lengsfeld seconded the motion, which carried.

2. Contributions to local groups were discussed, after which John Volker made a motion to donate $100 to each the Siren Senior Center and the Webster Senior Center; $300 to the Burnett County Humane Society and $200 to each the Burnett County Historical Society, the Central Burnett County Fair Association, Regional Hospice, Community Referral Agency, Burnett Community Library, and the Citizen’s Patrol.  Larry Blahauvietz seconded the motion, which carried.  Clerk Peggy Tolbert will include a letter with the donations stating that in the future only written requests will be considered.
3. Jim Tolbert made a motion to give the Board permission to borrow up to $20,000 for emergencies without electors’ approval.  Ro Endresen seconded the motion, which carried.

4. After discussion about public notices, a motion was made by Mary Lengsfeld to continue to publish notices the Indianhead Advertiser and to continue to post notices in 3 physical locations (Town Hall, Town Shop and Austin Lake) and on the town website. Jim Tolbert seconded the motion, which carried.

5. Mary Lengsfeld made a motion to continue the gopher bounty at $1.  Dennis Winslow seconded the motion, which carried.

6. Dennis Winslow asked about moving the Annual Meeting from a Tuesday evening to a Saturday.  After discussion, the 2008 Annual Meeting date was set for Tuesday, April 8.

Neil Ambourn asked if there were any other issues that the town residents wanted to discuss.  Mary Lengsfeld congratulated the board on a job well done.  Dale Halonie commented that the doors on the town shop needed to be replaced. It was noted that this was a topic on the regular town board meeting that was to follow the annual meeting. 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Gordon Johnson and seconded by Jim Tolbert.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:32pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

