Town of Sand Lake

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 – 7pm

Minutes – Annual Town Meeting

The Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Sand Lake, Burnett County was called to order by Chairman Neil Ambourn at 7:00pm.  All Board members and officers were present with the exception of Treasurer Carrie Hunter.  Also in attendance: Dale Halonie, Barbara Johnson, Gordon Johnson, Paul Anderson, Laura Jensen, Joel Springer, Don Button and Assesor Bob Pardun. Clerk Peggy Tolbert read the minutes from the 2007 Annual Meeting.  Laura Jensen  made a motion to accept the minutes as read.  Dale Halonie seconded the motion, which carried. Neil Ambourn welcomed town residents to the meeting and explained its purpose.  He reminded the audience that only town residents could vote. Clerk Peggy Tolbert presented the 2007 Annual Report.  Dale Halonie made a motion to accept the annual report.  Jim Tolbert, seconded the motion, which carried.
Neil Ambourn gave his Chairman’s Report and reviewed the accomplishments of the Town during 2007. 
1. Neil reviewed the background of the Comprehensive Planning requirement and the grant which Burnett County has applied for and in which the Town of Sand Lake will participate if the grant is received.  Neil noted that a Plan Commission, with the help of a consultant paid for by the grant, will be sought to develop the Comprehensive Plan for the Town of Sand Lake.

2. 2007 Road Projects – Neil Ambourn explained that the town had 43.2 miles of road to maintain and that $150,000 had been budgeted for road projects. Projects that had been completed included: reconstruction of Normans Landing Road (the dirt portion), Fristed Road, Olson Road, Willie Road, South Sand Lake Drive and Madsen Road, as well as several graveling projects.
3. Neil reviewed possible road projects for 2008, noting that a Spring Road Tour would be scheduled at the regular board meeting.  Possible projects include: paving of Olson Road, reconstruction of Buck Lake Road and Maple Lane, as well as many shouldering, brushing and seal coating projects.  
4. Neil reviewed the work that had been completed on the Town Hall during 2007: a final coat of exterior paint had been applied, the wood floors had been sanded and one coat of sealer had been applied, and minimal landscaping had been done.  During 2008, another coat of sealer will be applied to the wood floors, and more extensive landscaping and work on the driveway and parking areas will be done.
Matters for discussion and possible action:
1. The possibility of changing the treasurer and clerk positions from elected to appointed was discussed.  Neil Ambourn outlined the reasons for considering this change, and the process that would be required (Action by the board would have to be confirmed by a referendum of town electors).  No action was taken.

2. Following discussion of the “Old Timer’s Picnic” annual picnic, a motion was made by Dale Halonie to have the Town of Sand Lake sponsor an annual town picnic.  Laura Jensen seconded the motion, which carried.  Clerk Peggy Tolbert will contact the usual organizers and let them know that the town will promote the picnic, provide beverages, plates, napkins, cups and cutlery, and help out with set up.
3. Dale Halonie made a motion to keep 2008 liquor, beer, operator and cigarette vendor license fees the same as 2006, i.e. $250 for liquor, $75 for beer, $5 each for operator and cigarette vendor. Jim Tolbert seconded the motion, which carried.

4. Contributions to local groups were discussed, noting that residents had voted at the last annual meeting to only consider donations to groups that had submitted their requests in writing.  Written requests for 2008 had been received from the Webster Senior Citizens, Central Burnett County Fair, Regional Hospice, Burnett County Humane Society, Citizen’s Auxiliary, Restoration Justice, and the Burnett County Historical Society. After discussion, Dale Halonie made a motion to donate $300 to the Burnett County Humane Society, $100 to the Webster Senior Center and $200 to each of the other groups ($1,400 total).  Laura Jensen seconded the motion, which carried.
5. Ro Endresen made a motion to give the Board permission to borrow up to $20,000 for emergencies without electors’ approval.  Jim Tolbert seconded the motion, which carried.

6. After discussion about public notices, a motion was made by Dale Halonie to continue to publish notices the Indianhead Advertiser and to post notices in 2 physical locations (Town Hall, Town Shop) and on the town website. The Austin Lake posting board will be eliminated as it is too small to be useful and is difficult to get out 5-6 months out of the year. Neil Ambourn seconded the motion, which carried.

7. Paul Anderson made a presentation about gopher habits.  After the presentation and discussion of gopher bounties paid by other towns in Burnett County and in Polk County, Barbara Johnson made a motion to raise the gopher bounty to $2.  Dale Halonie seconded the motion, which carried.
8. The 2009 Annual Meeting date was set for Tuesday, April 14.

Neil Ambourn asked if there were any other issues that the town residents wanted to discuss and introduced Robert Pardun as the new assessor.  
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Ro Endresen and seconded by Barbara Johnson.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 8:16pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

