Town of Sand Lake

Tuesday, April 12, 2011 – 7pm

Minutes – Annual Town Meeting

· The 2011 Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Sand Lake, Burnett County was called to order by Supervisor Jim Tolbert at 7:00 pm.  Board members and officers in attendance were Supervisors Jim Tolbert and Ro Endresen, Clerk Peggy Tolbert and Treasurer Melanie Johnson.  Also in attendance: Barbara and Gordon Johnson, Rick Benton, Paul and Lillian Anderson and their son, John Volker, Richard Schutt Jr., Dan and Debra Scully, Russell Peterson, Don Taylor, Dick and Shirley Burgess, Bob Pardun and Ella and Marc Livingston.  Public notice of the meeting was confirmed.
· Clerk Peggy Tolbert read the minutes from the 2010 Annual Meeting.   Motion to accept the minutes from the 2010 Annual Meeting was made by Don Taylor, seconded by Dale Halonie.  Motion carried, voice vote. 
· A certificate of appreciation for 16 years of service to the Town of Sand Lake by retiring Chair Neil Ambourn was displayed for the town residents and was presented to Neil after he arrived at the meeting at 7:20 pm. 
· Jim Tolbert welcomed town residents to the meeting and explained its purpose.  Jim reported Chair Neil Ambourn asked him to chair the meeting as he was unable to be there. (Neil arrived at 7:20 pm and asked Jim to continue as Chair of the Annual Meeting.) Jim reminded the audience that only town residents could vote on matters requiring decisions. Jim reviewed the accomplishments of the Town in 2010. Major road projects included paving Gaslyn Lake Road and Fristed Road. Hopkins Sand and Gravel shouldered and ditch mowed many town roads. An inventory of town road signs and fire signs was completed. A recycling day with the Town of Meenon and the Village of Siren was organized. A comprehensive plan for the town was completed. Town records were organized and centrally collected at the town hall in new filing cabinets purchased in 2010. 
· Melanie Johnson presented the 2010 Treasurer’s Report. A motion to accept the 2010 Treasurer’s Report was made by Dale Halonie, seconded by Shirley Burgess. Motion carried, voice vote.
· Peggy Tolbert presented the 2010 Annual Report. A motion to accept the 2010 Annual Report was made by Dale Halonie, seconded Melanie Johnson. Motion carried, voice vote.
Matters for discussion and possible action:
1. Peggy Tolbert reported on the 2010 Annual Town Picnic (Old Timer’s Picnic) at the Sand Lake Town Hall.  The town provided paper goods and beverages and attendees brought potluck dishes to share. New picnic tables were purchased.  The picnic had a good turnout and the help of the town in promoting the event was much appreciated.  Diane Weber assisted Betty Leef and her family with setup and other details of the picnic. A date has not been set for the 2011 picnic, but is typically scheduled in August.  Peggy encouraged residents to watch for posters and newspaper notices of the date. 
2. Peggy Tolbert reviewed the current liquor licenses in the Town.  Mallard Lake Resort and Hunter’s Inn have combination liquor and beer licenses.  Mallard Lake Resort and Hunter’s Inn have operators’ licenses, and Hunter’s Inn has a cigarette vendor license. Don Taylor made a motion to keep 2011 liquor, beer, operator and cigarette vendor license fees the same as 2010, i.e. $250 for liquor, $75 for beer, $50 for off sale wine, and $5 each for operator and cigarette vendor.
3. Peggy Tolbert reminded the residents of the decision several years ago to request groups submit their donation requests in writing and reviewed the requests received thus far. $2,000.00 has been budgeted for 2011 donations.  Prior to the meeting, requests for donations had been received from Wild Rivers Habitat for Humanity, Restorative Justice of Northwest Wisconsin, Inc., Burnett Youth Hockey Association, Regional Hospice, Burnett County Historical Society, Burnett County Humane Society, and the Central Burnett County Fair Association. John Volker made a motion to add the Burnett County Citizen’s Patrol to the list. Barbara Johnson seconded the motion which passed, voice vote. Jim Tolbert made a motion to add the Burnett Community Library to the list. Shirley Burgess seconded the motion which passed, voice vote. A motion to donate $200 to each of the 9 organizations listed above was made by Ro Endresen, seconded by Barbara Johnson. Motion carried, voice vote. Dale Halonie made a motion to hold the remaining $200 in reserve to be awarded at the discretion of the Town Board. Shirley Burgess seconded the motion which passed, voice vote. 
4. Peggy Tolbert reported the Town had received $210.42 from Burnett County in surplus dog license funds. Following discussion, Shirley Burgess made a motion that the surplus dog funds be added to the Town’s General Fund. Dean Burgess seconded the motion which passed, voice vote. 
5. Jim Tolbert explained the town residents can vote to give the Town Board permission to borrow up to $20,000 in case of an emergency without calling a special town meeting. A motion to give the Town Board permission to borrow up to $20,000.00 for emergencies without electors’ approval was made by Dale Halonie, seconded by Russell Peterson. Motion carried, voice vote.
6. Peggy Tolbert reported a third physical posting location was established in 2010 at the boat landing at Kiezer Bridge and reviewed the decision at the 2010 Annual Meeting to continue using the Advertiser to publish notices. Although the Advertiser is not considered a legal newspaper, posting notices in three physical locations satisfies the legal posting requirement.  A motion to continue to publish notices as a courtesy in the Advertiser and to post notices at three physical locations – the Town Hall, the Town Shop, and at Kiezer Bridge – was made by Dean Burgess, seconded by Dale Halonie. Motion carried, voice vote.  Posting of meeting agendas and minutes as well as other notices will continue on the town website. Peggy explained the new email notification feature of the website and encouraged town residents to register to automatically receive Town Board Meeting Minutes and Agendas as they are posted on the website.
7. Following discussion of the gopher bounty and whether any reduction of the gopher population could be associated with the gopher bounty, a motion to keep the 2011 gopher bounty at $2.50 was made by Paul Anderson, seconded by Richard Shutt.  Motion carried, voice vote.
8. A motion to set the 2012 Annual Meeting date as Tuesday, April 10 was made by Dale Halonie, seconded by Richard Shutt.  Motion carried, voice vote.
Jim Tolbert asked if there were any other issues that the town residents wanted to discuss. Ella Livingston inquired about fire district boundaries and whether it was possible to be switched from the Webster Fire Department to the St. Croix Hertel Fire Department. A shed on her property had burned and she was unhappy with the response time from the Webster Fire Department. Discussion ensued on this issue and Ms. Livingston was encouraged to contact the Webster Fire Department Chief, Norman Bickford as it is not an action the town can make.
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Dale Halonie and seconded by Neil Ambourn.  Motion carried, voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 7:44 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Tolbert, Clerk

